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Lesson 8.—Hope for the Exiles. — 
Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31 and 50; Ezekiel 36. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
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“The Word Was God.” I. vas J. B. Rowell, 
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Books and Pamphlets on Jehovah's Wit- 
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C.E. Topic—Lessons From Youth sonuanan 
By John W. Lane, Jr. P 


With the New Books 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 


Divine Knowledge 
By Ida A. Guirey 


66 HE Lord knoweth them that are 
His’ — 
What joy to be known of the Lord! 
And He knoweth them that trust in Him— 
They have a rich reward. 
2 Timothy 2:19 


The Lord knoweth the way that we 
take— 
He goeth before to prepare, 
And we fear no foe, we dread no ill 
In the Good Shepherd’s care. 
John 10:14 


“The Lord looketh upon the heart”— 
Our secret thoughts He knows. 
He seeth the longing to do His will 
And infinite grace bestows. 
1 Samuel 16:7 


The Lord knoweth our sorrows and joys, 
The battles we have to fight; 
He giveth to us the Spirit’s sword 
And strengthens us with His might. 
Ephesians 6:10-17 


Making Use of Insomnia 


How can sleeplessness be one of the 
things that work together for our good? 
(Rom. 8:28.) There are some hardy 
souls who know nothing of the inabil- 
ity to sleep, and they are inclined to 
look with half-amused pity on those who 
can’t, and attribute their insomnia to a 
bad conscience or lack of faith. But 
neither of these may be the cause, and 





only those who suffer from it know what 
a very real trial it can be. They lie 
wide awake in the dark, listening to 
the rise and fall of the traffic roar in 
the city; in the suburbs, to the dogs 
barking; or, if in the open country, to 
a clock ticking, a cricket, a stream, or 
an impatient rooster. Insomnia is a 
malady that seems to multiply itself, 
for the mind becomes more active, and 
sleep, that “blessed thing, beloved from 
pole to pole,” seems farther and farther 
away. Now there may be some physical 
cause, which a doctor can cure; or it 
may come from the press of duties and 
burden of responsibility. There are, of 
course, sedatives, but many prefer not 
to take them lest they become dependent 
on them. There are some other things 
that help. Repeating silently stanza after 
stanza of some of the great hymns and 
Scripture promises may quiet the mind 
and induce sleep. But suppose sleep will 
not come, what then? It may be that God 
has some very special lessons to teach 
us or an unusual blessing to give us. 
Not long ago a Christian man, unable to 
sleep, went down to his living room to 
read. He had not been there long when, 


x 


to his surprise, the doorbell rang and 
he went to the door to find a young 
student who has taken a stand for Christ 
in a big university and is not having an 
easy time. He had seen the light and 
came in for encouragement and fellow- 
ship and they had a good time together. 
What dramatic consequences came for 
the Jews when “on that night could not 
the king sleep” (Esther 6:1), and Ahasu- 
erus learned in “the book of records 
of the chronicles” that it was Mordecai 
who had brought to light the conspiracy 
of two chamberlains to kill the king! 
If sleep simply will not come, it is not 
good to lie tossing in bed and thinking 
what a sad thing it is that we cannot 
sleep, how tired we shall be the next 
day, and seeing all our problems mag- 
nified in the dark. It is much better 
to get up and enjoy the luxury of having 
plenty of time to read and meditate in 
the Word of God; to peruse the pages 
of a hymnal, a «volume of Christian 
poetry, or a biography; and to pray over 
every concern in the quiet, uninter- 
rupted hours of the night. One hour of 
this is often worth more to spirit, mind, 
and body than two hours of sleep. 


x 


Instead of the Thorn, the Fir Tree 


By Wade C. Smith 


E fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah is 

one of the great mountain peaks 
of Scripture. Dr. Campbell Mor- 

gan says: “It opens in the wilderness 
where are thirsty, hungry, restless peo- 
ple. It closes in the garden where the 
hills are singing and the trees of the 
field are clapping their hands.” Isaiah 
is foretelling what a glorious transfor- 
mation will take place when Israel 
comes to recognize the Messiah and 
acknowledges Him as their King. This 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and 
to bring thee into the place which 
I have prepared” (Exod. 23:20). 




















chapter with only thirteen verses is 
so rich that a score of sermons could 
be preached on it, so we will limit our 
meditation to the first half of the thir- 
teenth verse, in which this master of 
imagery uses thorns and briers and firs 
and myrtles to present a marvelous 
thought and a sure prophecy. Look at 
it: “Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle tree.” This 
is what the prophet says is like what 
the Word of God will do in the human 
life. 

To appreciate it better we should first 
think of the thorn and the brier. Both . 


are worthless. Both are a menace to 
man and beast. Both exhaust the land 
to no purpose. But a miracle takes 
place: the thorn is replaced by a fir 
tree, and instead of the brier, the myrtle. 
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The fir is a beautiful, shapely tree, not 
ugly like the thorn. It grows to a 
height of three hundred feet in the 
West, not stunted like the thorn. It is 
a majestic tree in its height and form 
and foliage, not scraggly and stunted 
like the thorn. It stays green the year 
round, symbolizing life, not dry and 
dead like the thorn. Its wood is put 
to many valuable uses, one of which is 
to construct goods boxes to carry the 
commodities of life for all classes of 
people, not like the thorn—only cum- 
bering the ground. 

The United States Government, rec- 
ognizing the strength of the fir against 
storms because of its wide diam- 
eter at the base (twelve feet in some 
cases) and tapering to a point at the 
top, has planted panels of firs on the 
borders of valuable timberlands to pro- 
tect these forests from the devastating 
winds that sweep across the plains. 
Could a thorn bush ever be used for 
that? What a marvelous transforma- 
tion! From a thorn to a fir! God’s Word 
does that for the soul. 

Look at the brier. The farmer has 
to practice “eternal vigilance” and much 
labor to keep it from overrunning and 
ruining his crops. But the myrtle tree 
comes in its stead—in the land where 
Isaiah the prophet lived, a_ beautiful 
shrub, bearing a white blossom, denot- 
ing purity. It has a transparent berry 
which when crushed emits a stimulating 
odor. -It is used in the Orient to re- 
fresh the weary and to revive the faint. 
Could a brier do that? Once I spoke 
on this subject in a country church in 
Virginia. After the service a Confed- 
erate veteran told me that during the 
War Between the States (1861-65) when 
the Southern ports were blockaded, cut- 
ting off the oils and fats necessary in 
making ammunition, the people had no 
tallow to make candles and no oil for 
lamps; what they had went into ammu- 
nition. It was discovered that the myrtle 
berries when gathered and boiled down 
yielded a waxy substance that could be 
poured into the candle-dips, making ex- 
cellent wax candles; so the myrtle be- 
came a source of light in the darkness! 
Think of that! Would a brier ever make 
candles? What a transformation! 

The Word of God does that, trans- 
forming fruitless and hurtful wastrels 
into human vessels of service, glorify- 


ing God. “So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth...” (v. 11). 
Let me give you a true story. I was 


visiting in the Blue Ridge ,Mountains. 
The missionary took me away back in 
one of the coves to a little schoolhouse 
where he had sent word ahead that we 
would have a meeting. On the way he 
told me about a wild, lawbreaking young 
fellow, the leader of a gang that had 
run roughshod over the community. He 
was caught at last, tried, convicted, and 
put in jail. The missionary went to see 
him and begged him to give his heart 
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to Christ, but the young man said it 
was no use; he had sinned away his 
chance. The missionary succeeded in 
getting him paroled and persuaded him 
to go home with him. His name was John, 
and he was nineteen years old. He had 
never gone to school. The missionary 
got a job for John on a neighboring farm 
and used the evenings to start his edu- 
cation. He used the Gospel of John to 
teach him first how to spell and write 
the one-syllable words. At the same 
time he used the text to win John to 
Christ, 

John had thoroughly sobered up, was 
baptized, and received into the church 
on coffession of his faith. But on two 
occasions after that John got hold of 
some liquor and went on a spree. The 
missionary, each time, sought him out 
and brought him back, penitent and 
promising. In a revival meeting John 
did some good personal work, winning 
others. He seemed now to be on solid 
ground; but the Devil made one more 
assault. 

John’s old gang determined to get him 
back. At one of the night services they 
came near the church and sent word in 
to John to come out, they wanted to see 
him—and they “had somethigg for him.” 
John knew that was whiskey, and sent 
them word he knew what they wanted 
and wasn’t coming. They lay in wait 
for him in the bushes by the path on his 
way homé, jumped out, threw him down, 
gagged him, and dragged him up ‘the 
mountainside into an old cabin. There 
they pried his mouth open and poured 
the liquor down his throat. It worked. 
The liquor took hold, and John lay out 
on the mountainside with the gang, 
drunk and drinking again. But the 
faithful missionary sought him out, and 
brought him back. It was the last time. 
He never touched another drop after 
that. 

The missionary ultimately secured for 
him, under exceptional conditions, en- 
trance into a Christian college in Vir- 
ginia, where he made rapid progress 
and later was admitted to one of the 
South’s oldest seminaries, finished his the- 
ological training with credit and honor, 
was licensed, and ordained pastor of 
a church in those same mountains. As 
the missionary, rejoicing, told me this 
story, I thought of this fifty-fifth of Isa- 
iah, “For ye shall go out with joy, 
and be led forth with peace.” 

And now we were approaching the 
little schoolhouse in the cove where the 
meeting was to be held. Before we came 
in sight of it I heard the sound of voices 
singing, and asked what it was. The 
missionary said the mountain people 
usually gathered some time before the 
meeting and there was a young woman 
who could play the little organ and she 
would lead them in singing the hymns 
until the preacher arrived. I thought 
again, “The mountains and hills shall 
break forth before you into singing, and 
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all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.” 

We found the little schoolroom filled 
with people, mostly children. They lis- 
tened to my little talk with profound 
attention, though apparently not too un. 
derstandingly. I was new to them. But 
there was one face in the group that 
glowed and shone with evident pleas- 
ure. It was the. girl who played the 
organ, After the service, the people filed 
out, but the girl came forward and 
grasped my hand, expressing her appre- 
ciation, 

As the missionary and I started back 

(Continued on page 623) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Flesh and on 


Where should a Christian draw the 
line between the flesh and the Spirit? 
Such Scriptures as Galatians 5:17 and 
Romans 8:1-4 indicate that these ref- 
erences to “flesh” refer to impulses 
from the spirit from below, while the 
“Spirit” refers to impulses from the 
Spirit of God. 

According to 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
there are two ways through which the 
Gospel can be brought. One, through 
the unction and power of God and the 
other through the excellency of speech 
and through man’s wisdom. This 
brings us to the crucial question, 
whether the intellect of man can be 
used as a vehicle of the flesh”; whether 
intellect comes under the heading of 
“flesh” or under the heading of the 
“Spirit."—A Washington reader. 

The Christian should draw the line 
between the flesh and the Spirit, as far 
as he possibly can, just where the Bible 
does. Sometimes it is hard to distin- 
guish at first between the promptings of 
the flesh and the Spirit; and we are not 
always able to discern, in watching the 
actions of others, just which one moti- 
vates their actions. But a thorough 
knowledge of the Scriptures, continual 
meditation therein, and prayer for guid- 
ance are the safest means of distinguish- 
ing between the two. 

In Galatians 5:17-21 there is a list of 
seventeen activities of the Spirit, and 
Paul adds the words, “and such like,” 
showing that he has not given a complete 
list. But a little study shows that the 
first four activities have to do with sins 
of the body, while most of those in the 
next verse (v. 20) are in the realm of 
the mind. The three last named describe 
wicked actions. All begin in,the mind, 
and the list is one of those in Scripture 
by which we may check our own 
thoughts and actions, to see whether 
they are prompted by the flesh. 

In verses 22 and 23, the inspired writer 
mentions nine aspects of “the fruit of 
the Spirit”; some being in the realm 
(Continued on page 624) 
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‘lL. “The Word Was God” 


Light on key Scriptures used by 
the “Jehovah's Witnesses” 


Tre message is addressed to all 
who, in any way, have become in- 
terested in the doctrines of the peo- 
ple known as the Jehovah’s Witnesses.” 
It is an investigation as to the associa- 
tion of the sacred name of Jehovah 
with the teachings presented in their 
writings. Josephus has left it on record 
that he was not allowed to utter that 
holy name, Jehovah; while, according 
to the Jewish scholar, Maimonides, the 
name might only be spoken in the Tem- 
ple by the priests in pronouncing the 
blessing, and by the high priest on the 
Day of Atonement (Schaff). 


Who Is He? 

Who is this Person who fills all Scrip- 
ture? It was the revealing of Himself 
that gave significance to the words of 
our Lord, addressed to the woman of 
Samaria, “If thou knewest ... who it 
is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; 
thou wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water” 
(John 4:10). The purpose of our Lord’s 
conversation with the woman was to 
reveal Himself to her; and the vital 
question is, Who is this one, making 
Himself known? Step by step He moved 
nearer the grand unveiling. At last, 
we read: “The woman saith unto him, 
I know that Messias cometh, which is 
called Christ: when he is come, he will 
tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her, 
I that speak unto thee am he.” Thus, 
the Messiah of the Old Testament is the 
Christ of the New. 

“What manner of man is this?” Never 
man spake like this Man, and certainly 
never man acted like this Man. This 
exclamation and question came from the 
startled and astonished men who were 
with Jesus in the ship when there arose 
a great tempest in the sea, insomuch 
that the ship was covered with the 
waves, and the Lord arose, and rebuked 
the winds and the sea; and there was 
a great calm. The.same question was 
uppermost, the question which has 
filled the minds of multitudes, Who is 
this Person who fills all Scripture? “The 
men marvelled, saying, What manner of 
man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him!” Who this Person is 
makes all the difference (see Matt. 8: 
23-27). 


Who Can Forgive Sins but God Only? 


The critics of Jesus were familiar with 
the Scripture, “I, even I, am Jehovah; 
and besides me there is no saviour. . 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake; and 
will not remember thy sins” (Isa, 43: 
11, 25, A.S.V.). As we turn to Mark’s 


-Gospel, chapter 2, we see the man sick 





Very widespread is the propaganda 
of the cult of the “Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses,” and its devotees are zeal- 
ous in their house-to-house visitation 
in cities, towns, villages, and even 
in the country. As it is often hard to 
find out what their peculiar teachings 
are, and to know how to answer 
their arguments, this series of three 
articles by the pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church, Victoria, B. C., will 
be welcomed by Times readers. Dr. 
Rowell, whose articles have fre- 
quently appeared in these columns, 
has a gift for analyzing false teach- 
ings in the light of the Bible and 
warning Christian people. With this 
first article will be found a list of 
books on this same cult. In the next 
two issues Dr. Rowell will write on 
“The Deity of Our Lord” and “Jeho- 
vah-Jesus.” 








of the palsy brought to Jesus. With the 
full knowledge of this Scripture, and 
before the severest critics of His day, 
He unhesitatingly said unto the sick of 
the palsy, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee” (Mark 2:5). Our Lord thus ex- 
ercised the power and the right to for- 
give sins. Immediately He was aware 
of the opposition, for, by this act, had 
He not made His claim .to being deity? 
The scribes sitting there reasoned in 
their hearts, “Why doth this man thus 
speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins 
but God only?” Did our Lord say any- 
thing to indicate He was not making 
such a claim? No, not a single word 
to that effect. Instead, He demonstrated 
His right to forgive sins by the miracle 
of healing, as He said, “that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the 
sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. And immediately he 
arose, took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all; insomuch that they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, say- 
ing, We never saw it on this fashion.” 
Thus, Jesus Christ vindicated His God- 
head. 


Christ’s Deity Denied 

The teaching of the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses is but a revival of fourth-century 
Arianism. The common ground among 
the early heretics was the denial of the 
distinct personality and perfect deity of 
our Lord. Arius taught the subordina- 
tion of the Son to the Father, calling 
him “a secondary ged,” without the ar- 
ticle, while the Father is “the God.” 


As Arius openly denied the true deity 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


of Christ sixteen centuries ago, even 
so the Jehovah’s Witnesses are guilty of 
the same God-dishonoring error in our 
own day. These latter teach: “At that 
time [before His advent] as well as 
subsequently, he was properly known as 
‘a god,’ a mighty one. As chief of the 
angels and next to the Father, he was 
known.as the Archangel (highest angel 
or messenger), whose name Michael, 
signifies, ‘Who as God,’ or God’s repre- 
sentative” (“Studies in the Scriptures,” 
vol. 5; p. 84, sec. 2). In “The Harp of 
God” we read: “Some: have earnestly 
believed that Jesus was God himself. 
But such a conclusion is not warranted 
by the Scriptures” (p. 99). 


God, or a God? 

The Jehovah's Witnesses frequently take 
Scripture verses out of their setting, and 
give them an interpretation foreign to the 
context. In John 1:1 we have one of 
the strongest assertions of the deity of 
Christ; but the Jehovah’s Witnesses do 
all they can to take this crown of deity 
from Him. This key verse is as clear 
as language can make it: “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” 

Let us note what the Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses have done with this Scripture. 
In their “New World Translation of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures,” they make 
this verse read as follows: “Originally 
the Word was, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was a god.” In the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ handbook, “Let 
God Be True,” they give this comment: 
“Note the clause, ‘The Word was with the 
God.’ In this instance ‘God’ is written 
with the article ‘the’ before it, while in 
the following clause, ‘and a god was 
the Word,’ you will note ‘god’ is written 
with the indefinite article ‘a.’” 

For them to say, “‘god’ is written 
with the indefinite article ‘a,’ ” only refers 
to their forced translation, and has no 
support from the Greek text. 


A Grievous Inconsistency 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses. make this 
Scripture read, “and the Word was a 
god.” They contend that it must read “a 
god,” because the name “God” (Theos) 
is without the article. If this is so, why 
are they not consistent with other Scrip- 
tures? If they did follow the same prin- 
ciple, where would it lead them, since 
Theos—God—without the article, is fre- 
quently used for God the Father. Let 
us look at some examples in the Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses’ “New World Transla- 
tion,” where, in each case, the name 
“God” is without the article, 

1. John 1:1, “and the Word was a god.” 

2. John 1:18, “No man hath seen God 
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at any time.” Why not “a god”? It is 
without the article. 

3. Phil. 2:6, “thought it not robbery 
that he should be equal with God.” Why 
not “equal to a god”? It is without the 
article. 

4. Phil, 2:11, “and every tongue should 
openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father.” Why 
not, to the glory of a god a father? 
Neither the name “God” nor the name 
“Father” has the article. 

5. Rom, 8:8, “So those who are in 
harmony with the flesh cannot please 


God.” Why not “please a god”? It is 
without the article. See also Romans 
8:33. 


To follow the principle the Jehovah's 
Witnesses lay down for John 1:1 would 
lead to utter chaos, as far as understand- 
ing the Bible is concerned. 


A Frightful Mistranslation 

A valuable contribution to this dis- 
cussion is the following: “Far more 
pernicious in this same verse is the ren- 
dering: ‘A god,’ in contrast with ‘the 
God.’ . As a matter of solid fact, 
however, such a rendering is a frightful 
mistranslation. It overlooks entirely an 
established rule of Greek grammar which 
necessitates the rendering, ‘. , . and the 
Word was God.’ Some years ago, Dr. 
Ernest Colwell of the University of Chi- 
cago pointed out in a study of the Greek 
definite article that, ‘A definite predicate 
nominative has the article when it fol- 
lows the verb; it does not have the ar- 
ticle when it precedes the verb’” (“The- 
ology Today,” ‘by Bruce M. Metzger, 
April, 1953, p. 75; HVH). 


The Inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

Concerning this sentence in John 1:1, 
every reader of the Greek New Testa- 
ment knows that the predicate is 
“Theos,” and this precedes the verb “en,” 
reading, as it does, “kai theos en ho 
logos.” Here, then, is convincing proof 
that the only translation possible is 
“and the Word was God.” The inspira- 
tion of Scripture by the Holy Spirit, is 
very evident. For the teaching here ‘to 
be in exact accord with all Biblical 
teaching regarding the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity, it could only be expressed 
as it is expressed, namely, “and the 
Word was God.” For the article to be 
used with “God” in this place, and trans- 
lated “The God,” would imply altogether 
too much; for it would imply the totality 
of Godhead in Christ, which would deny 
the doctrine of the Trinity. The great 
scholar, G. Godet, D.D., emphasized that 
this Scripture stresses “not who is God, 
but who is the Word.” 


They Overthrow Their Own Argument 

The entire argument and contention 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses fall to the 
ground, if the statement given in their 
“New World Translation” is true. With- 
out seeming to realize it, they give a 
most convincing reason, or argument, 
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why the article could not be used in 
John 1:1, where they quote Green’s 
“Handbook to the Grammar of the New 
Testament.” This is the quotation: “Had 
the article been employed with the 
predicate” the sentence would have to 
read, “‘the Word was the entire God- 
head’” (see Appendix, pp. 774, 775). 


This is the very argument used by 
those who claim that this verse, as well 
as other controverted texts, definitely 
teaches the deity of the Logos, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hence, the word stands 
in all its sublime authority, “and the 
Word was God.” Thus, the sentence 
as it stands affirms the true deity of the 
Word, not alone in His self-revelation 





Books and Pamphlets on 
Jehovah's Witnesses 


Examination of the Doctrine of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, by Lehman H. 
Strauss (Loizeaux Bros. 19 W. 
21st St., New York 10; 35 cents). 


Prophetic Program of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, by Keith L. Brooks 
(American Prophetic League, Box 
41-198, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles, 
5 cents). 

Spirit of Truth and Spirit of 
Error (Comparison of the false 
teachings of seven cults with the 
teachings of God’s Word on the 
fundamentals of the faith). (Amer- 
ican Prophetic League, 5 cents). 

God’s Truth versus Man’s The- 
ories, by J. H. Gauss (Faithful 
‘Words Pub. Co., 2116 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St. Louis 4; $2.50). This 
book deals with fourteen different 
systems of error, and is very help- 
ful. 

The Seven Thunders of Millen- 
nial Dawn, by B. H. Shadduck 
(Higley Press, Butler, Ind., 25 
cents each, 5 for $1; write for 
prices in larger quantities). 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Exposed, 
by Herbert Lockyer (Zondervan 
Pub. House, 1415 Lake Drive, S. E., 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 35 cents). 

Christian Answers to Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, by William Harding 
Kneedler (Moody Press, 820 N. 
LaSalle St., Chicago 10; 10 cents 
each, $9 per 100). 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, by Wilton 
Nelson (Moody Press, 5 cents each, 
55 cents for 12, $4 per 100). 

False Witnesses, by Donald F. 
Ackland (originally from the 
author, 1485 .Clairmont Place, 
Nashville, Tenn., but now available 
only from the Stirling Tract En- 
terprise, Sterling, Scotland). 

Jehovah of the Watchtower, by 
Walter R, Martin and Norman H. 
Klann (Zondervan Pub. Co., $1.75). 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Jesus Christ, by Bruce M, Metz- 
ger (Theological Book Agency, 
Princeton, N. J., 15 cents each, 8 
for $1). 

















outward, but in the inmost essence of 
His being (Whitelaw). 


“The Son Can Do Nothing of Himself” 


Why did the Jews seek to stone Jesus? 
“Because he . .. said also that God was 
his Father, making himself equal with 
God” (John 5:17, 18; Phil. 2). The Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses emphasize “The Son 
can do nothing of himself” (v. 19). 
Lifted out of its context, this sentence 
is paraded to deny Christ’s deity and 
His equality with the Father. Calvin 
tells us, “Arius inferred fram it that the 
Son is inferior to the Father, because 
he can do nothing of himself” (Com., 
John’s Gospel, vol. 1, p. 198). 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses also refer to 
Jesus as an inferior. In speaking on the 
rights of Jehovah God, they say, “These 
lesser rights granted to his inferiors, all 
faithful creatures from Christ Jesus on 
down . . .” (Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 1953 
Year Book, Jan 6th). 


What Do These Words Mean? 


Our Lord claimed God as His own 
Father. His claim to equality was 
grounded on His oneness of essence with 
the Father. He was so truly one in will 
and sympathy with the Father: that “a 
self-originated action is impossible, not 
by reason of defect of power, but by 
reason of unity of being.” The Son can 
do nothing of Himself, that is, independ- 
ently of the Father; and this, because 
of His oneness with the Father. When 
He does act, it is “in like manner” with 
the Father (John 5:19, AS.V.). The 
identity of action is based on the iden- 
tity of nature. What an amazing Scrip- 
ture this is! What an answer to the 
denial of Christ’s deity! 


Jesus Placed on a Level With Moses 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses place Jesus 
on a level with Moses and others. Their 
statement reads: “In the group spoken 
of as general prophets we find such men 
as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Aaron, Moses, 
and Jesus. All* these were mighty 
spokesmen of Jehovah in their day” 
(see 1953 Year Book, Feb. 25th). 


What Is God’s Answer? 


When our Lord took Peter, James, and 
John to_the Mount of Transfiguration, 
He Himself “was transfigured before 
them: and his face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light. 
And, behold, there appeared unto them 
Moses and Elias talking with him.” 
Then Peter said, “Let us make here three 
tabernacles; ore for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” Neither the 
lawgiver, Moses; nor the prophet, Eli- 
jah, could stand on the same level with 
the Lord Jesus. There is but one place 
for Him, “that in all things he might 
have the preeminence.” Peter’s attempt to 
classify Jesus with Moses and Elias was 
answered by the Heavenly Father, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am wil 


(Continued on page 626) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Jerusalem of the measures being 

taken in the Holy Land to im- 
prove olive trees. In Upper Galilee are 
olive forests, planted by Arabs hundreds 
of years ago. After the departure of 
the Arabs in 1948, these plantations were 
turned over to “the Administration of 
Abandoned Property” and a commission 
appointed to study their improvement. 

After pruning the old trees, they cul- 
tivated and manured their rootage and 
grafted new shoots into the old trunks. 

An article in the Jerusalem Post of 
March 29, 1954, said: “The old dry 
branches have been cut out and replaced 
by young grafts. The olive tree possesses 
an extraordinary power of renewal so 
that very young branches can bear fruit 
on trees eight hundred years old.” 

They are working so to improve the 
trees that there may be an annual crop 
instead of one every second year. 

“We realize now the vividness of Paul’s 
illustration of God’s divine vocations. 
As in the olive, the dry branches were 
cut from the trunk of Israel and other 
wild branches grafted into their place, 
so believers from among the Gentiles, 
thanks to divine grace, were not to lead an 
independent spiritual life, but had to be 
grafted on the old stock in order to bear 
fruit. The Christian church has always 
lived on the sap and marrow of Israel. 
This is its sole right to the title of ‘the 
spiritual Israel,’ often adopted. 

“For centuries, branches of the Chris- 
tian church have been grafted on the 
old stock which was thus revived. But 
Paul says clearly that these new 
branches must be cut out when they 
cease to bear fruit. Further he contends 
that one day the dead branches of Is- 
rael will be anew grafted into the old 
tree, that they will relive; God Him- 
self will accomplish that miracle. This 
miracle, which he foresees in Romans 
11:23, 24, is accomplished in our days. 
Dried branches, which for years have 
lain dead at the foot of the tree, ‘are 
being reinstated. Israel] is being mirac- 
ulously renewed. And this spiritual 
miracle is being accomplished at the 
same time that in Galilee, over all the 
land, young branches are being reset 
on stocks eight centuries old. Nature 
and the Spirit thus announce by divine 
action the same truth in glorious parallel. 
It is one of the numerous details which an- 
nounce that the Kingdom of God is near.” 


D: AGNES WALDSTEIN writes in 


Revival in Madagascar is reported by 
M, de Coninck, who has worked there 
Seventeen years. This is strongest in 
the Norwegian missions “which are more 
loyal in doctrine and more firm in dis- 
cipline.” “The last outpouring of the 








Spirit, sent by God in answer to the 
persevering prayers of the Lutheran 
missionaries and the Malagasy Chris- 
tians, has borne and is bearing blessed 
and abundant fruit, tens of thousands 
of conversions, many of them from nom- 
inal Christianity, hundreds of healings 
of incurables; scores of native ministers 
transformed so that a Betsileo pastor 
who before having met the Lord had 
led but ten to the Lord in five years, 
has, in two years after, led 140 pagans 
to Christ; transformation of parishes so 
that, as a pastor said to M. de Coninck, 
‘Formerly I was alone in my parish 
work: now all co-operate.’” 

In a Madagascar paper a correspond- 
ent first writes of his boyhood days, 
how people came from all over the 
island to worship their ancestors. They 
brought with them chickens, lambs, 
even money, as sacrificial gifts. The day 
following one such gathering, his school- 
teacher brought his charges to the place 
now disorderly with chicken heads, 
bones, blood, dirt, and debris. “This,” 
he told them, “is paganism. It should 
die out and be buried out of sight.” 

And, indeed, these pilgrimages happen 
no longer. 

“But,” continues this correspondent, 
“today pilgrimages are made on each 
new moon in November to the tombs 
by great numbers of people coming from 
afar. They bring flowers, very expensive 
ones at times. Ninety per cent of them 
are Christian [i.e., Roman Catholics]. 

“In both cases offerings are placed on 
the tombs at the new moon. Are they 
not both ‘things offered unto idols’?” 


The Philadelphia merger between 
Evangelical Friends and Unitarianized 
ones seems to be working as it does 
in other denominations. Of this, the 
Friend writes: 

“An important fact in the recent his- 
tory of the Society of Friends is the 
emergence in some quarters of an 
anxious concern for definite profession 
of faith. . . . Evangelical Friends hold 
their faith with intense loyalty. They 
feel uncomfortable about manifestations 
of Quakerism less evangelical than their 
own, They sometimes feel that they 
have a duty to testify against what they 
believe to be the inadequacies of the 
Quaker faith as described by some of 
the Yearly Meetings, 

“Unless care is taken, the impending 
merger in Philadelphia may be the fore- 
runner of a really serious division in 
the Society of Friends. Unless it is made 
clearly evident that a vigorous Chris- 
tian faith is maintained in the merged 
Yearly Meeting, it is possible to im- 
agine evangelical Friends questioning 








By ERNEST GORDON 


publicly whether the new merged body 
is Quaker at all.” 

The writer even speaks of the possi- 
bility of “a greater schism following the 
reuniting of Friends in Philadelphia.” 

And while these heart-searchings are 
taking place among the Friends, the 
National Council of Churches has ad- 
mitted the Unitarian Hicksite Friends 
into its membership. 


A correspondent in Brazil writes me 
of Catholic political intrigue. President 
G. Vargas was bitterly opposed by the 
clerical party, and his end fitted in -with 
that hostility, for he was found shot 
through the heart. “There was a long 
suicide letter written on a typewriter 
with perfect spacing, although Vargas 
could hardly type at all. It was signed 
by him, and the mystery has never been 
cleared up.” Vargas had named two 
of his sons after Luther and Calvin, 
which indicates his religious orientation, 
He was succeeded in the presidency by 
Café Filho, son of a Presbyterian father, 
also hated by Rome. 


Many of these Latin American dicta- 
tors (as Porfirio Diaz and Guteluio Var- 
gas and Calles) have Indian blood in 
their veins, and the Indians hand down 
from generation to generation the story 
of Spanish Inquisition oppression and 
cruelty to their forefathers. They are 
also fully aware of current Catholic 
political methods and determination to 
rule or ruin. Thus the priests influence 
the promotion of cadets in the Army and 
Navy colleges in order ultimately to 
gain control of the armed forces for 
their political aggrandizement. They 
keep control later over generals and 
higher-ups through wives and others of 
their families. (This, by the way, was 
the secret of the whole Dreyfus case in 
France at the turn of the century.) The 
crisis in Brazil was largely over a di- 
vorce law which Vargas was promoting 
in order to bring order and decency into 
the marriage relations of the country. 
This Rome resented since control of mar- 
riages is enormously profitable to church 
finance and is a weapon which can 
be used against those whom she dislikes 
as the Protestants of present-day Spain. 
She also demands control of education, 
subsidy for her seminaries, and just now 
appropriations for her thirty-sixth Eu- 
charistic Congress in Rio de Janeiro. 
In fact, everything she can lay hands 
on! 

Peron’s conflict with the clericals of 
Argentina is concerned with other areas 
of power politics in which he finds Ro- 
man rivalry. 
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LESSON 8. AUGUST 21. HOPE FOR THE EXILES 
Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31 and 50; Ezekiel 36; printed text, Isaiah 55 
Golden Text.—Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live.—Isa. 55:3 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Isa, 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth,-come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without 


price. 


2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 


your soul delight itself in fatness. 


3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 


even the sure mercies of David. 


4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a 


leader and commander to the people, 


5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, 
and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because 
of the Lorp thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he 


hath glorified thee. 


6 Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call ye upon 


him while he is near: 


7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lorp, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abun- 


dantly pardon. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

E prophets had messages of stern 
rebuke and fierce judgment for 
Israel, but they also had promises 
of better things to come. The perspec- 
tive of these promises is not always 
clear. Sometimes the prophets are 
speaking definitely of the return from 
Babylon, as in Isaiah 44:24 to 45:3, 
where the very name of Cyrus, whom 
God had appointed beforehand to be 
His instrument in the release of His 
people, is mentioned, long before the 
birth of that great conqueror and king. 
Sometimes the prospect is more remote, 
pointing to the Messianic Kingdom, in 
which Israel would enjoy a far greater 
security and prosperity than in its en- 
tire history. Such a prediction we find 

in Isaiah, chapters 11 and 12. 

Other passages are more difficult to 
catalogue. They seem to begin on the 
more immediate note, but introduce 
promises which certainly were not re- 
alized at the time of the restoration 
under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, 
and which must therefore refer to the 
later and fuller restoration yet to be 
accomplished at the coming of the Lord. 
* For instance, in Isaiah 52 there seem to 
be distinct references to the release from 
Babylon, as in verses 2, 3 and 11, 12, 
Yet verses 1 and 8-10 have definitely 
larger elements of deliverance, and a 





thoughts. 


8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lorp. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 


10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 


the sower, and bread to the eater: 


11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 


which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 


I sent it. 


12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with 


hands. 


peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 


13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 


< < z < 
more ultimate note, pointing to the Mes- 
sianic reign. 

There is still another aspect of prom- 
ise, which deals not so much with po- 
litical and social conditions as with spir- 
itual redemption, and, while keeping 
Israel in mind, sweeps wider circles. 
These are the great evangelical pas- 
sages, belonging in application as much 
to this present Gospel age as to any 
other. Such is Isafah chapter 55, our 
lesson portion for this week. It deals 
with the universal longing in the hu- 
man heart which cannot be satisfied by 
anything in the material, social, or polit- 
ical spheres, but only in God. It points 
to God’s chosen Mediator for the be- 
stowal of His saving bounty. It indi- 
cates sin as the root cause of man’s 
problem, and calls for repentance, with 
assurance of full and free pardon. It 
rings the note of certainty concerning 
the word of God, and it presents the 
blessedness of the redeemed of the Lord. 
The chapter may have its dispensational 
aspect, but it is too big to be confined. 
The river overflows all its banks here, 
and becomes the great river of salva- 
tion calling, “Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely” (Rev. 
22:17). 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 55:1.—‘Ho, every one that thirst- 
eth, come ... come... without money 
and without price.” There is a thirst 
in every soul, but few realize the nature 
of it, or what will assuage it. God 


instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it 
shall be to the Lorp for a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter- 


offers water, wine, and milk—symbols 
of the regeneration, reviving, and nour- 
ishment of the soul. Since men do not 
have the coinage of Heaven, Heaven's 
wares are offered free, That is the prin- 
ciple of grace, 

Verse 2.—“Wherefore do ye spend... 
for that which satisfieth not?” The 
phrase “spend money” means literally 
“weigh silver,” which was the mode of 
payment (see Gen. 23:14-16). Men 
spend their resources of money and toil, 
yet find no satisfaction of soul, while 
turning to God in obedience (the true 
meaning of “hearken”) assures the true 
nourishment of the soul. 

Verse 3.—“Incline your ear , .. and 
your soul shall live ... an everlasting 
covenant . . . sure mercies of David.” 
Only in God is this satisfaction found. 
Israel had broken God’s covenant (Heb. 
8:9), but God had made promises to 
David regarding a “seed” who should 
be the salvation of His people (see Psa, 
89: 19-29). 

Verse 4.—“Behold, I have given him 
for a witness .. . a leader and comman- 
der .. .” Grammatically the “him” re- 
fers to “David” in verse 3, but it is ap- 
parent that the greater David is in view 
—to witness (Rev. 1:5), to lead (Psa, 23: 
2, 3); and to command (as a general 
commands his troops). For “people” 
read “peoples,” for Christ’s office ex- 
tends beyond Israel, 

Verse 5.—“. . . call a nation that thou 
knowest not ... for he hath glorified 
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Lesson for August 21 


thee.” Seems to be addressed to Mes- 
siah. The phrase “thou knowest not” 
refers to the absence of previous rela- 
tionship (see 1 Pet. 2:9, 10). When 
Christ is glorified at His return, the 
nations will submit themselves to Him 
(see Psa, 2:8, 9). 

Verse 6.—“Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found .. . while he is near.” 
Here the urgency of salvation is stated. 
Some day it will be too late (see 2 Cor. 
6:2). 

Verse 7.—“Let the wicked forsake his 
way ... his thoughts: and let him re- 
turn . . . he will abundantly pardon.” 
A call to repentance. One connot “re- 
turn unto the Lord” without “forsaking 
his way.” Mercy and pardon await the 
penitent sinner. 

Verse 8.—‘“For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways...” The thoughts and ways of 
sin which men accept are wholly unac- 
ceptable to God. Hence the need for a 
complete turning on the part of the sin- 
ner, with renunciation of his former 
ways and thoughts. 

Verse 9—‘“For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways 

. my thoughts ...” This emphasizes 
verse 8, and indicates the transcendent 
greatness of God’s ways and thoughts. 

Verse 10.—“For as the rain cometh 
down . . . and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth . . .” Compare Eccle- 
siastes 1:7, where the cycle is indicated. 
Some suggest the translation here, “un- 
til it watereth the earth,” and so forth. 
What falls as rain finally does return 
as vapor, but not until it has fulfilled 
its function. 

Verse 11.—“So shall my word be. . 
it shall accomplish that which I please 
.. » whereto I sent it.” So with the 
Word of God. It never returns to Him 
empty, but laden with the spoil of the 
accomplished task. 

Verse 12.—‘For ye shall go out with 
joy... peace ... and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands.” If 
there is a first reference to return from 
Babylon, it was certainly true that they 
were “led forth with peace,” by royal 
decree, very different from the flight 
from Egypt. Doubtless the passage looks 
forward to the joys of the millennial 
restoration. 

Verse 13.—‘Instead of the thorn , .. 
the fir tree ... the brier... the myrtle 
tree .. . to the Lord for a name, for 
an everlasting sign .. .” Here is a re- 
versal of the curse (Gen. 3:17, 18), which 
will bring honor to God, and also be 
a sign of God’s restored favor. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Hunger and thirst are normal appe- 
tites calling for that which the body 
needs for sustenance and health. But 
man is more than body, and he has a 
deeper need, calling for satisfaction. He 
has an inward hunger and thirst, con- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
7. August 14.—The Courage of Daniel 
(Temperance) ........... Daniel 1 and 5 
Next Week's Lesson 


9. August 28.—Deliverance and Re- 
turn. Ezra 1; 2:64, 65; Isaiah 44:21 to 45:13 








cerning the true nature of which he is 
frequently ignorant, so that he tries to 
satisfy this inner craving with things 
that have no relation to it. Will a man 
eat the wind and satisfy hunger? Will 
he drink salt water and have his thirst 
assuaged? No more will the things of 
this world—money, pleasure, power— 
satisfy the soul. Only in God can the 
inner longing be met. Only He has the 
water of life, the wine of refreshing, 
and the milk of nourishment for the 
soul (Isa. 55:1), amd because no coinage 
of earth can buy these, He offers them 
free to all who will come. 


What is the cause of this restless long- 
ing which men vainly seek to. satisfy? 
It is man’s departure from God, and his 
going into sin. So long as men are thus 
alienated from God they can know no 
rest. Only in returning to Him can 
they find peace. That means repent- 
ance. There is no such thing as coming 
to God without forsaking sin. The ways 
of the wicked and the thoughts of the 
unrighteous are incompatible with the 
thoughts and the ways of God. Man’s 
ways and thoughts are of the earth, 
earthy, while God’s are heavenly and 
holy. Hence the call for repentance, 
without delay, “while he may be found” 
(v. 6), or, as the New Testament has it, 
“While it is called to day” (Heb. 3:13. 
See Psa. 95:7-11). While repentance is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW would you describe Isaiah 55 
in comparison with such portions 
as chapters 11, 12, and 52? 

2. To what condition does the prophet 
appeal in the opening words of this 
great chapter? 

3. What great Gospel principle is 
enunciated in the first two verses? 
4. Of what spiritual realities 
water, wine, and milk the symbols? 
5. What three offices of Christ are 

brought together in this chapter? 

6. What phrases in the lesson empha- 
size the urgency of salvation? 

7. Why must sinners abandon their 
own ways and thoughts? 

8. How would you reconcile Isaiah 
55:10 and Ecclesiastes 1:7? 

9. What ,word of Christ corresponds 
with verse 11? 

10. What difference is called to mind in 
this chapter between Israel’s exit from 
Egypt and the going up from Babylon? 

(Answers on page 623) 
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not a work of merit which obtains sal- 
vation, it is a moral necessity without 
which one cannot receive salvation. ° 

Just as the rain, falling from the skies, 
does not return thither without first 
having fulfilled its function of watering 
the earth and making it fruitful, so the 
Word of God received into the heart 
accomplishes the purpose of salvation 
for which God sent it forth (vs. 10, 11). 
It is an emancipating Word, bringing 
peace and joy and song, and it is a fer- 
tilizing Word, bringing forth the blessed 
“fruit of the Spirit” where before the 
thorns and briars of sin had grown (vs. 
12, 13). 

The mediator of all thi? blessedness 
is our greater David, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, given as God’s great witness of 
the truth, as our leader in the way of 
righteousness, and our commander and 
Lord (v. 4). To Him will the gather- 
ing of the peoples be (v. 5). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The invitation to salvation (Isa. 55: 
1, 2) 

2. The Mediator of salvation (vs. 3-5) 

3. The requisite of salvation (vs. 6-9) 

4. The certainty of salvation (vs. 10, 11) 

5. The blessedness of salvation (vs. 12, 
13) 


Topics for Development 


Water, Wine, Milk. These three well 
represent the provision of God for the 
soul. While water is used as a symbol 
of the Word of God (Eph, 5:26) and of 
the Holy Spirit (John 7:38, 39), in this 
place it stands for life, or salvation, as 
also in John 7:37 and Revelation 22:17. 
Wine speaks of the reviving of the spirit, 
or the joy of the Lord. As the wine of 
earth makes the heart merry for a sea- 
son (Prov. 31:6), so God provides a wine 
of true refreshing and joy to the soul 
that trustsin Him. Milk is our first nour- 
ishment; and, as we are being reminded 
these days, we never outgrow our need 
of milk. It is reckoned to be the per- 
fect food. As we grow older, we add 
stronger diet, but most have their por- 
tion of milk. So “the sincere milk of 
the word” (1 Pet. 2:2) is for babes in 
Christ, while mature Christians will still 
nourish themselves on it, even while 
adding meat. Let us make sure that we 
are receiving our portion of water, wine, 
and milk each day—all provided freely 
by His grace. 

Witness, Leader, Commander. Here is 
another triad, this time indicating a 
threefold ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In Revelation 1:5 He is called 
“the faithful witness,” while Paul says 
of Him, “who before Pontius Pilate 
witnessed the good confession” (1 Tim. 
6:13, A.S.V.). As witness, He fully de- 
clared the message from the Father. He 
is also the leader of His people. In He- 


brews 12:2 He is called the “author... 
of our faith,” a word which suggests 
“file leader.” 
cerning Him is “forerunner” 


Another term used con- 
(Heb. 6: 
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20), which also suggests one who goes 
before, that we may follow after. Jesus 
hag pioneered the way which He calls 
on us to travel. And last, He is com- 
mander. “The Son of God goes forth 
to war,” and leads His people to battle. 
Under His banner triumph is sure. The 
strength of right and the resources of 
omnipotence are with Him, and there- 
fore with us. 


Practical Applications 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

_ “Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

Stoop down, and drink, and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him. 
—Horatius Bonar. 

Men’s mercies are neither adequate 
nor sure. God’s mercies are _ both, 
whether given to David or anyone else 
(v. 3. See Lam, 3:22-25). 

If Christ is witness, believe Him; if 
leader, follow Him; if commander, obey 
Him (v. 4). 

Now is the day of salvation. Delay 
is foolish because it is fatal (v. 6. See 
2 Cor. 6:2). 

God will not accept your ways and 
thoughts.. You must accept His. That 
is conversion, 


Golden Text 

Isa. 55:3.—“Incline your ear, and come 
unto me: hear, and your soul shall live.” 
Obedience begins with the ear. Open- 
ing the gate of the ear soon sets in 
motion the other members. When God 
has our ear, He has all of us. The 
piercing of the ear (Deut. 15:17) was 
a token of perpetual obedience. 

ELMHuRSsT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy readiness to forgive our sins and 
renew our hearts as shown in Thy Gos- 
pel call and promises. As that call and 
those promises come before us again 
today, help us to see both the blessed- 
ness of responding to them and the dan- 
ger of neglecting them. If some here 
now are still unsaved, have never turned 
their hearts to Thee, let this be the day 
when the great change shall take place 
for them and they shall repent and be- 
lieve on the Saviour. Guide and help 
those who are already Thine, guarding 
and keeping us from all that is dis- 
honoring to our Lord, and making our 
lives worthy of Him who died for us. 
Hear us for our land, that in every place 
revival may come and multitudes be 
converted. Guide and help our rulers 
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and all in highly responsible offices, 
that they may serve Thee and their fel- 
lows wisely and well. Bless and use 
those who take the Gospel to people who 
have been denied it, and bring about 
the enthronement of our Lord in this 
world that rejected Him. We ask all 
in His precious name who redeemed us. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson holds 
great Gospel promises and calls us to 
make them ours by seeking the Lord 
while He may be-found, by calling upon 


GOD'S CALL 


Him while He is near. In one sense 
God is always near. He can be found 
at any time in this life by such as seek 
Him with alk their heart. But there 
are times when He draws specially near 
to us, and we know it as we do not at 
other times. Times of trouble make us 
realize our need of God and in that feel. 
ing of need God has drawn near, oOffer- 
ing Himself to us. In God’s house, under 
the influence of some moving message, 
the Lord draws near and we sense His 
presence seeking us out. When times 
of spiritual awakening come to a land 
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and many are converted, the Lord im- 
presses the unconverted with their need 
of salvation and this, too, is a drawing 
near by God to turn us to Himself. 

But in a Sunday school] gathering we 
recall that youth is a time when God is 
specially near. In early years we are 
more impressionable, our conscience is 
more sensitive, our hearts more re- 
sponsive to higher things, and all this 
makes youth a time when the Lord is 
near, a time when we should call upon 
Him. By putting it off you can lose 
the sense of God’s nearness and become 
deaf to His pleadings. Delaying to re- 
spond makes earthly things more real 
than heavenly, and we may drift on 
without ever turning to Christ. Lest 
that should take place with you and 
you find yourself shut out of Heaven 
at last, “remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth,” seeking the Lord 
while He may be found, calling upon 
Him while He is near. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


w 
We should never give way to the sug- 
gestion that prayer is or can be ordinary; 
there is nothing ordinary in any true 
prayer; to pray is to redeem any day 
from commonplace.—Keswick Calendar. 
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Lesson for August 21 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye...” (Isa. 55:1).—Here the Lord, 
through the prophet, issues a cordial in- 
vitation to all thirsty souls to come to 
the abundance of supply and have their 
thirst slaked. 

Thirst is stronger than hunger; in fact, 
it has been defined as man’s deepest 
craving. Said one traveler: “When in 
Australia, I saw the river beds parched, 
the streams run dry, every blade of grass 
burnt up, and heard of parts of the 
country ‘where no water was’; sheep 
dying by thousands, all thirsting for 
water, which if it did not come meant 
ruin and death. This is thirst, when 
the object of life becomes a hunt for 
water, and every prayer a cry for that 
which alone can save from death.” 

All who have become dissatisfied with 
self, and with all the world has to offer, 
and with dead, formal religion, know 
what real thirst is. 

The Lord Jesus is most considerate 
of thirsty souls. He offered the depraved 
Samaritan woman “a well of water, 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 
He also said: “If any man thirst, 
‘let him come unto me, and drink. He 
that believeth on me, as the scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water” (John 7:37, 38). 
And before the last Book of the Bible 
is finished, He again says, “I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely” (Rev. 21:6). 

Being in Himself “altogether lovely” 
and having died for our sins, and risen 
for our justification, He is the only one 
who can satisfy the deepest craving of 
the heart. 

In addition to the water of life symbol- 
izing the Holy Spirit of God (John 7: 
39), He also gives “wine” symbolizing 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 
Pet. 1:8); and “milk” which symbolizes 
the nourishing qualities of the Word of 
God (1 Pet. 2:2). 

“Wherefore do ye spend money for 
that which is not bread?” (Isa, 55:2.)— 
There are many persons like the prodi- 
gal, in that they are spending their 
money in riotous living (Luke 15:13) 
wherein there is no satisfaction; while 
others are like the woman who “suffered 
many things of many physicians, and 
had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse” 

(Mark 5:26). 

The spending of money and effort 
in the search for satisfaction in this 
world is fruitless and vain. A young 
man of twenty wrote to the question and 
answer department of a newspaper as 
follows: “I’m puzzled about life, and I 
wonder if you could help me? Am, I 
different from everyone else of my age? 
Or do they wear false masks, as I do? I 
,go to parties and dances and act as if 
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I were enjoying myself like everyone 
else I know. But I am not enjoying my- 
self at all. I always feel that there is 
something missing, and I don’t know 
what it is.” 

And that feeling will persist until the 
young man turns in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who alone can fill and sat- 
isfy the human heart, 


“Incline your ear, and come unto me 

. 2”. (Isa. 55:3).—One can well afford 
to close his ears to @veryone and every- 
thing else; but incline them to Him 
whose words are “spirit and life.” F. C. 
Jennings, in his “Studies in Isaiah” 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; $4.50), 
asks: “Have you never heard an ad- 
dress being given, but without awak- 
ening any special interest until a sub- 
ject is touched that instantly controls 
the attention of every listener? A strange 
hush comes over the audience, not a foot 
moves, not a rustle of a garment breaks 
the spell, so that one ‘may hear a pin 
drop.’ Just so, this Speaker has that 
to tell which none in the universe but 
He can tell—secrets of the very bosom 
of God in which He has dwelt from all 
eternity and when He comes to tell them 
—shall we not listen, spellbound?” 


“I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you ...” (Isa. 55:3).—The Lord adds, 
“even the sure mercies of David. Be- 
hold, I have given him for a witness 
to the people, a leader and commander 
to the people.” Although this promise 
had a partial fulfillment in King Solo- 
mon, we know from Acts 13:34 that its 
perfect fulfillment is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is only because of His death 
for our sins, and His resurrection that 
mercies can be, and have been, made 
sure to us. “The sins are gone forever, 
and ‘mercies’ are so founded on justice 
that they are forever sure.” 


“He will have mercy upon him... . 
(Isa, 55:7).—Now it is possible for the 
most wicked person in the world to seek 
the Lord, and to call upon Him in faith, 
obtain mercy, and be abundantly par- 
doned. 

Just last week I received a letter from 
a man who said: “I’ve fallen deep, 
D-E-E-P into sin. Now there seems no 
help or hope; the thing I formerly called 
hope, is now only a wish. Could it be 
that I have gone too far?” 

It was a satisfaction to write and tell 
him the Lord said, “. . . though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow.” Also that “the Lord. , . is 
longsuffering . . . not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). This proves 
that the Lord’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts—His ways not our ways. 


“For as the rain ,.. and the snow... 
so shall my word be...” (Isa, 55:10, 11). 
—The fruitfulness caused by the rain 
and snow are not always seen immedi- 
ately. The farmer and the gardener 


” 


must patiently wait for it. So, with the 
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person who sows the Word of God. 


Leroy D. Thomas says: “It was a 
cold February evening. I had not left 
my study because of the danger of trav- 
eling over the icy streets. The tele- 
phone rang and I recognized the voice 
as that of one of the older men in our 
town. We talked cheerfully, and then, 
he asked: ‘Where in the Bible can I find 
the words, “Prepare to meet thy God”?’ 
I told him, ‘Amos 4:12’; and then he 
said, ‘I heard a sermon on that text 
forty years ago and I was just sitting 
here thinking about it.’” 

After forty years, the text was still 
working! 

Wawona, CaLtir. 

w 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, to appreciate better the 

marvelous promises made in Isaiah 55, 
you should by all means read 2 Kings 
17: 7-23. This record will show you how 
outrageously and how grievously Israel 
had sinned against God, and how far 
they had in their gross idolatry sep- 
arated themselves from God. Yet in 
His grace and tender mercy, through 
His prophet, Isaiah, He holds out the 
offer of pardon and a wonderful restora- 
tion. In its poetic imagery there is noth- 
ing more beautiful in all literature than 
the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah. 

A lean, ragged, dirty, hungry, dope- 
scarred man begged a quarter of me 
yésterday, “to buy food.” I got his his- 
tory, and it reads very much like this 
story of how the Israelites dropped from 
their high places as God’s Chosen People, 
into intolerable captivity with heathen 
masters—this story in 2 Kings 17, which 
Dr. Maclaren calls the “post-mortem 
into the diseases that killed a kingdom.” 

The tramp was not nearly as old as 
he looked, and when I got a fair view 
of his face, I noticed marks of intelli- 
gence and refinement showing through 
the grime and several days’ growth of 
beard. His father died only five years 
ago, one of the most prominent and 
highly respected leaders of the state. 
This boy was reared in luxury and with 
every opportunity for a fine education. 
He could have gone to any university 
in the United States. Because he re- 
fused to go further than high school, his 
father sent him to Europe with a hired 
companion, hoping by travel to arouse 
his desire for something worth while. 
He spent a fortune on him. He set him 
up in business with ample capital. He 
rebuked him, he warned him, he pleaded 
with him—all in vain. The young fel- 
low was bent upon self-destruction by 
the wild-oats route. For the company 
of idle, pleasure-loving companions, and 
the gratifying of his own appetites he 
cast aside everything else. Beginning 
with cigarettes, he went the whole gamut 
of narcotics, and now subsists for the 
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LETTER ABOUT A 
14-YEAR-OLD BOY ON THE 
ISLAND OF CRETE, GREECE 


] am writing this letter to you from 
the sanitarium of Canea on the Island 
of Crete. I am an old man suffering 
from tuberculosis, but | am not writing 
for myself, but for a poor, forsaken 14- 
year-old boy, Andrew Kountourakis, 
in this same sanitarium. 

Andrew’s parents have nine other 
children. They are extremely poor and 
are trying to make a living by farming 
the rocks. Undernourishment and hard 
work on the farm ever since he was a 
little tot have caused Andrew to con- 
tract this horrible disease. He has a 
continual high fever and is constantly 
spitting blood. The public welfare is 
unable to help him and he will certainly 
die unless Christians come to his assist- 
ance. Because 1 know you are good 
Christians, | beg of you in the name of 
Him who gave His life to save us from 
our sins, to help this poor, uncared-for 
child. 

He has gone all through the winter 
without a coat to wear. His shoes are 
made of rags. The doctors have great 
hope that they can save him if they are 
able to treat him with Streptomycin, 
Rimifon and PAS tablets. Unfortu- 
nately, these drugs are not free at this 
institution and his parents are too poor 
to buy them. 
send the drugs that will save his life. It 
is a pity for such a young child to die 
just because no one cares. | need med- 
icine myself, but | am quite willing to 
die, if only help can be procured for 
this wonderful little boy. When | told 
him I was writing to you, he said, ‘‘Tell 
them I’ll pray that the Lord will lead 
them to help me.’’ — This is an oppor- 
tunity for you, my beloved, to prove 
that you care just like our Lord. With 
gratitude, 

A. SPITALIORAKIS 


Note: It was certainly wonderful of 
this old man to take such a compassion- 
ate interest in this boy. To send 
Andrew the medicine will cost $35. We 
would also like to send him a clothing 
package which will cost $6 to ship. 
And shall we do nothing for the old 
man? Such heart-rending appeals 
reach the office of the American Mis- 
sion to Greeks by the hundreds. As 
the Gospel is presented to the souls of 
these people, so must their bodies be 
reached with healing. If you wish to 
help, please address your contributions 
to: Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, New York. (In Canada, 90 


Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario.) 
(Adv.) 





I beg you, therefore, to ‘ 
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most part on a certain patent medicine, 
of which he has to drink large quantities 
to obtain the desired effect upon his 
nerves. He named to me a long list 
of drinks he had used in search of re- 
lief to his cravings, which included 
nearly everything from paregoric to 
shoe polish. 

This poor wretch’s life is worse than 
that of a stray dog, kicked from door 
to door. He is a slave, with the whip- 
cords of many cruel masters falling on 
his cringing form. He is a prisoner, 
bound, gagged, blind, and well nigh hope- 
less, 

And the Children of Israel did se- 
cretly things that were not right against 
Jehovah their God; and they sought the 
high lights of the city and caroused upon 
the “white way.” They burned the pre- 
cious oil of the small hours of the morn- 
ing, and they disobeyed and set at nought 
the counsels of godly parents. Their 
feet were swift to do reckless things, 
and they sought the card table and the 
dance and the brothel, though their 
counselors and the Law of their God 
said, “Ye shall not do these things!” 

Yet those who loved them bore with 
them, and begged them to turn from 
their wicked ways of waste and self- 
destruction. But they would not; rather, 
they “hardened their necks” like violent 
men who know not God nor regard His 
ministers. And they forsook all the ways 
of prudence and understanding and set 
them up false gods of drink and all 
manner of hurtful practices, and sold 
themselves to do violence to themselves 


and to others who fell under their in- | 


fluence. Therefore, Jehovah was very 
angry with them and removed them out 
of His sight—out into the galling bond- 
age of their own desires and the self- 
inflicted pains of their own excesses. 

Fellows, Israel’s downfall and Israel’s 
punishment are being repeated in your 
community and mine every day. 

“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them. . , . And further, by these, my 
son, be admonished . . . Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments . 
For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil.” 

Most men employ the first part of 
life to make the latter part miserable.— 
La Bruyére. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 

4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW many of you have been home- 
sick at some time or other? Sev- 
eral of you. But you were able to get 
home again, weren’t you? These Jew- 
ish exiles we have been studying about 
were terribly homesick but they were 


not able to return home. Why? (Be- 
, cause the Babylonians wouldn’t let 
them.) Right. 


But there was one thing that encour- 
aged those who believed the Word of 
the Lord. He had promised that the 
Jews would certainly return to their 
own land after seventy years. He also 
promised that some day every Israelite 
living on the face of the earth would 
return to Palestine, never again to leave 
that land, 


The prophecy of the return to Pales- 


tine after the seventy years’ captivity , 
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Lesson for August 21 


was fulfilled, but the one about the re- 
turn of all the Israelites in the world, 
has not yet been fulfilled. Today we 
will read some of the messages about 
their return, which the Lord sent to 
the captives through His prophets Jere- 
miah and Ezekiel. 

Turn to Jeremiah 31. I love this whole 
chapter, but we only have time to read 
a few verses of it this morning. Let us 
take verse 10 first. How this must have 
cheered the scattered Jews who believed 
the Word of God! Just as surely as 
He had scattered them, He would re- 
gather them,and shepherd them! Next 
read verse 16. Do you remember the 
glimpse we had of the weeping captives 
in Psalm 137? God saw their tears. He 
tells them not to weep, for the work 
they are doing will be rewarded, and 
they shall come again from the land 
of the enemy. Now let us read verses 
35-38. The return of Israel is just as 
certain to happen as day follows night. 
Can anyone measure the height of 
Heaven, or find the foundations of the 
earth? (No.) Then God will not cast 
off the nation of Israel! Instead of that, 
He will see to it that Jerusalem is re- 
built to the Lord, that is, it will be re- 
built in His fear and for His service. 

Jeremiah 50 tells about the punish- 
ment God is going to give Babylon be- 
cause of the way they treated the Jews. 
Read verses 18-20. Assyria had taken 
the ten tribes captive earlier, and had 
already been punished. Chaldea took 
the southern kingdom captive later, and 
had not yet been punished. (Why do 
you sometimes say Chaidea, and some- 
times Babylon?) That's a good ques- 
tion. I’m glad you asked it. The peo- 
ple were Chaldeans and their country 
was named Chaldea, but their capital 
was named Babylon, and being great 
and important, that name often refers 
to the whole Chaldean Empire. I have 
seen Bible maps which called this coun- 
try Chaldea and others Babylonia, both 
meaning the same place. Now read 
verses 24, 25 of this same fiftieth chap- 
ter of Jeremiah and then verses 35 and 
43. Here we find both names used for 
the same country in the same chapter, 
so they can be used interchangeably. 
Notice it says here that Babylon was 
not aware of the snare laid for them. 
That is exactly what we found last week. 
You remember King Belshazzar was 
having a drunken feast, entirely igno- 
rant of the fact that his kingdom was 
to be destroyed that night and he him- 
self slain. Although the Book of Jere- 
miah was written before the fall of 
Babylon, verse 43 foretold the terror 
that would strike Belshazzar, for you 
remember that when he saw the hand- 
writing on the wall, terror did over- 
take him. 


We only have time for a few verses 
from Ezekiel 36. Let us read verses 


24-28. This prophesies the final return 
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of Israel, which has not yet taken place. 
True, many Jews are returning to Pal- 
estine every day, but most of them are 
not going back in repentance to serve 
the Lord. .However, the day is not far 
off when the whole nation of Israel will 
be saved and will dwell in the land God 
gave to their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Next week our lesson will 
be about the return of the Jews at the 
end of the seventy years. 

In the short time we have left for 
our lesson, we are going to read Isaiah 
55 around the class. This chapter has 
more to do with their return to the 
Lord than their return to the land of 
Palestine. Isaiah’s message is not only 
to the Jews, but also to “all the ends 
of the earth.” Isaiah 55 is to everyone 
that thirsteth, that is to every unsatis- 
fied heart. Let us read the thirteen 
verses without comment and then talk 
about them afterward. What is the cost 
of coming to the Lord? (Nothing.) 
What is the result of coming? (Your 
soul shall live.) What must be for- 
saken when we come to the Lord? 
(Wicked ways.) Yes, and even the 
thoughts of the unrighteous. God wants 
to lead men from their sinful ways and 
wrong thoughts to His ways and 
thoughts which are as much higher than 
ours as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. God’s invitation to the thirsty 
to come is so wonderful. The Lord 
Jesus gave it in person when He was 
here on earth, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink” (John 
7:37). And in the very last chapter 
of the Bible we find it again, “Let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely.” 

Have you come to the Lord and been 
satisfied? He satisfies every one who 
comes and drinks. The trouble with 
many of us is that we just taste His 
goodness and then run off again and try 
to satisfy ourselves with the things of 
the world. Worldly things may enter- 
tain us for a while, but they cannot 
satisfy our hearts. The only One who 
can do that is the One who says, “Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.” The Jews were not happy in 
Palestine when they were away from 
the Lord, and if it were possible to live 
in Heaven without our Saviour, our 
hearts would still be unsatisfied. If we 
have never come to the Lord, now is 
the time to come. If we have come but 
have not stayed long enough to get heart 
satisfaction, now is the time to return 
to Him. On the blackboard you will 
see a little acrostic on the word COME, 
showing why everyone should accept 
God’s wonderful invitation. 

C osts nothing 

O pen to all 

M eans pardon and 
E verlasting joy 
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434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 


Sell LIVING COLORRELIGIOUS 
Christmas Cards 


No Better Way To 


MAKE EXTRA 
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Striking new Religious Cards at f Color 
Process pey $1 profit per box— on 50 es. 


send Cards that express the true 
garcons’. Save them money and a 7 fi 
reeif or your group. ew nspiring cards 
He pay Fan up to bbe on every bos. No experience needed. 
SAMPLES SELL FOR YOU 
Just show the samples we furnish you. Free Color 


earnings. Newest 
yr + Children’s Cards, Books ood Games; Cards | 
an each with sender's name; - tionery 

and Gadgets. Also exclusive ‘I Believe” Album of 
Personalized Religious Cards. Al! pay big profits. 


Help your 









Send No Money 
You or your church can start 
earning at once. details of new 
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Plan now te attend 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS 


ON PROPHECY 
November 6-13, 1955, at the 


Calvary Baptist Church 


123 West 57th Street, New York City 


e To break the doubtful silence left by tbe 
Evanston assembly on such vital subjects 
as: 


The true meaning of the Kingdom of God 
The nature and sphere of the Kingship of Christ 
The validity of the promises made by God to Israel 


@ To clear the air with reference to: 


The Hope of the Church 

The imminency of Christ’s return 
The final destiny of the redeemed 
The doctrine of the Rapture 

The Great Tribulation 


25 renowned Christian leaders 
will discuss these themes in the light 
of the revealed Word 


COMMITTEE 


Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Dr. James McGinlay 
Dr. Alva J. McClain 

Dr. J. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. John S. Wimbish 





wv 


Preceding the Congress— 

THE WINONA LAKE CONFERENCE 
ON PROPHECY AND THE JEWS 

1955 DATES, AUG. 29-SEPT. 5 

is America’s unique annual institute for the 
study of the Prophetic Word in an atmos- 
phere of natural beauty and spiritual renewal. 
Ministers and lay people from everywhere 
come to this end-of-season conference for 
instruction and inspiration. Drs. William 
Culbertson, V. Raymond Edman, Alva J. 
McClain, Walter L. Wilson, Robert L. Pow- 
ell, James McGinlay, Hyman J. Appelman 
are among this year’s teachers and preachers. 











Write for full information: 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 
Dept. S$ Winona Lake, Indiana 








_ promise. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When We Love God (Jer. 31:31-35) 
Dare to be a Daniel! 
Dare to stand alone! 


Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known! 


EPEAT the _ chorus, substituting 

Shadrach, Jeremiah, and Ebed- 
melech, and review the brave deed of 
each in their stand for the Lord. 

What had happened to thousands of 
Jews because their king and so many 
of the people had not dared to stand 
for God against idol worship? How long 
did Jeremiah write them that they must 
stay in Babylon? Jeremiah had many 
more messages from God for the people. 
One of them is in Jeremiah 31:31-36. 
We will study it right from the Bible. 
(If you can find a picture to represent 
the giving of the Law to Moses at Sinai 
and one of the Last Supper, use them 
on opposite sides of the flannel board, 
blackboard, or screen. Otherwise, sketch 
a mountain peak with a cloud about 
its top and a jagged bolt of lightning 
to represent Sinai; and a goblet to rep- 
resent the Last Supper. Write on the 
blackboard the word Covenant, and the 
related words: Testament, agreement, 
Put Old and New over their 
respective representations. Read verses 
31, 32.) 

When did God make the old Cove- 
nant? (Deut. 5:2-22.) . That Covenant 
was ten rules or Commandments the 
people must keep. They were also writ- 
ten on two stones. Lightning flashed 
and thunder rolled to teach the peo- 


ple to fear God and be afraid ‘to break . 


His rules. When did God make the 
New Covenant? (Luke 22:19, 20) A 
supper with God the Son as a loving 
friend and Saviour! And He Himself 
took the punishment next day for broken 
rules. (Put ‘a cross beside the goblet.) 

Verse 33 of Jeremiah 31 tells one dif- 
ference between the two agreements 
which God made. Where were the rules 
put the first time? the second time? (This 
may be represented by two slabs with 
LAW printed across them and the fig- 
ures 1 to 10 put under “Old”; and by a 
heart with LOVE and the figures 1 to 
10 put under “New.”) Verse 34 tells 
another difference. Moses taught the 
people at first, then the priests and 
Levites. But in the New Covenant the 
Holy Spirit Himself comes in to live 
and so we can know the Lord firsthand 
(John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13, 14). (Put 
the words teacher and Holy Spirit un- 
der the respective Covenants.) ‘Instead 
of marching the people off for punish- 
ment, God would do what? (Add the 
words punish and forgive.) Now see 


what is written on the title pages of 
the Old and New Testaments in your 
Bibles, and how much is written about 
each Covenant. 
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Next week we shall learn about God’s 
keeping His promise to bring the peo- 
ple.back home. Peter and James and 
John were Jews who took the New 
Agreement God gave in the Lord Jesus. 
But most of the Jews would not have 
this second Covenant of God. So again 
there was war, and they lost their coun- 
try. Now they are scattered around the 
world. Will God ever bother with them 
again? Read verses 35, 36 of Jeremiah 
31. Is there a country of Israel now? 
Wonderful things have happened among 
the Jews in these last years. More won- 
derful things will happen as God’s Word 
about future things keeps coming true. 
And a wonderful thing has happened 
for us while God’s people have been 
punished. We Gentiles, foreigners, were 
let in on God’s good promise, and the 
New Agreement is for us! 

“Ye shall be my people, and I will be 
your God” (Jer. 30:22, Memory Verse). 
You have broken God’s rules—what 
about always putting God first, honor- 
ing your parents, taking things, want- 
ing things that belong to others. Then 
will you agree with God for the New 
Covenant? 


Orono, MAINE. 
D4 


For Primary Teachers . 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Clark family always had family 

worship. That is, each night, right 
after supper, each one got out his Bible 
and they took turns reading. After that, 
each one mentioned something he 
wanted prayer for. And then each per- 
son in the family prayed, one right after 
the other. They really enjoyed this time 
together. 

Peter liked it especially. He often 
came upon words that he did not under- 
stand (both when the family read to- 
gether and when he read his Bible alone 
each morning). But no matter how busy 
everyone was, whenever there was a 
word that Peter could not understand, 
he asked Daddy what it meant. And 
Daddy was quick to explain, (Actually 
the others often did not understand 
some of the words, either. But they 
hated to let the others know that they 
did not know. So they were always 
happy when Peter asked, “What does 
that word mean?”) 

They were reading in the Book of 
Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter. When 
Peter heard that the Lord promised to 
make a “new covenant” (v. 31), he in- 
quired, “What’s a covenant, Daddy?” 

“A covenant is an agreement, son. It 
is as if I said to you, ‘Peter, if you will 
wash the car, I’ll take you down to the 


lake for a swim.’ That is an agreement _ 


—or a covenant. And when God prom- 
ised His people that He would give them 
a new Covenant, He was saying that He 
would make a new agreement with them. 

“If we would read on here, we would 
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Lesson for August 21 


see that the Lord says “that the New 
Covenant He is going to give will be 
different from the Old Covenant. The 
Old Covenant was the Ten Command- 
ments, When God issued those com- 
mands, He promised that He would be 
their God if they kept His Law. Sadly, 
however, the people did not obey the 
Commandments. You remember that 
over and over again they broke the very 
first one. What was the First Command- 
ment, Peter?” 

Peter scratched his head and bit his 
lip.” Then he remembered. “ ‘Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.’” he ex- 
claimed. “And I remember the next 
one, too. It’s ‘Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth.’ ” 

“Right,” Daddy Clark said. “But you 
remember, too, don’t you, how the people 
broke that Commandment?” 

“Yes. They made idols and images 
that were only false, make-believe gods. 
And they worshiped them and bowed 
down to them, exactly as God had said 
they weren't to do.” 

“You are right, Peter. And that was 
sin. And God had to punish their sin. 
So what did He do?” 

“He let the people from another nation 
—people that did not love the true and 
living God—take all of God’s people as 
captives to their land. And that was 
pretty awful.” (Peter was glad he had 
been studying his Sunday school lessons!) 

“Yes, it was awful. And their punish- 
ment did not last for only a little while. 
It lasted a long, long time. In fact, many 
of the people never lived long enough to 
return to their own homes. God punishes 
sin severely. 

“But God has a great heart of love. 
That is why He promised He would give 
them a New Covenant. He said that the 
new agreement would not be like the 
first one. When He gave the Law, you 
remember, He had Moses write it on a 
piece of stone. The new agreement, He 
said, would be written on something 
entirely different. It would be written 
on hearts. What He was saying, Peter, 
was that He would reveal to those who 
love Him what He wants them to be and 
to do. He would whisper it to His chil- 
dren. 

“For us who have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour, God has 
provided His precious Holy Spirit. He 
lives within our heart-house and tells us 
what God wants us to know. God speaks 
to us through His Word, the Bible. And 
His Spirit helps to make those things 
clear. God promises that He will put His 
Law in our minds and write it in our 
hearts. When He does that, then what 
He tells us becomes a very real part of 
us, And we delight to do what He tells 
us to do.” 

“You know what, Daddy?” Peter de- 
clared. “I’m glad God has given us a New 
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Covenant. I surely, want to have His 
Word right in my heart. I want Him to 
talk to me every day.” 

And I do, too. Do you? 


LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Prayer Meeting in Hell?—Incline 

your ear, and come unto me: hear, and 
your soul shall live (Isa. 55:3, Golden 
Text). Mr. Moody once told of an aged 
Christian, with many years of active 
service to his credit. Circumstances 
caused him to lose out in Christian ex- 
perience in a measure. After consider- 
able mental and spiritual conflict he 
came to entertain the mistaken conclu- 
sion that it was the will of God for 
him to be lost. Then something whis- 
pered within him: “Suppose there is 
a hell for you, what would you, with 
your disposition and habits, do there?” 
The quick answer was, “I would set up 
a prayer meeting,” and with the words 
came the light of God to show him the 
absurdity of it all. He put away back- 
sliding out of his heart, and renewed the 
altar of the Lord.—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


No Need To Perish.—Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters 
(Isa, 55:1). The body of a forty-year- 
old woman was found on the hot sands 
of the Mojave Desert, fifteen miles north- 
west of Twenty-Nine Palms, Calif. She 
went to the desert from Los Angeles, 
seeking material for a feature story. 
Search for her began when the owner 
of a desert cabin found a note written 
by her, reading: “I am exhausted and 
must have water. I do not believe I 
can last much longer.” She had left 
three dollars to pay for a window she 
had broken to gain entrance to the 
cabin, but she found no water there, 
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PRAY FOR 
THE PTL 
AFRICA CAMPAIGN 











The Pocket, Testament, League : 


156 Fifth Avenve New York 10, N .Y. 











Preaching the Gospel 
of desu Chris 


Around 

















Write today 
for @ FREE listening schedule 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebraska 



























Or. M &. Delicon 
Teocher 





The ABC and Mutual Networks—Sunday 
Write for further information to 
THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS Box 22 Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Coast to Coast over the ABC and Mutual Networks 





Richard DeHoan 
Associate Teacher 








MUTUAL NETWORK=10 A.M., Eastern; 9 A.M., Central; 8 A.M., Mountain; 9 A.M., Pacific 
ABC NETWORK=—9 A.M., Mountain; 8 A.M. in all other time zones. 


Subject for August: 


THE SECOND COMING OF ELIJAH 
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A-Millennial ? 
Pre-Millennial ? 
Post-Millennial ? 


Are you puzzled? Are you bewil- 
dered? Is your face turned into pale- 
ness at the sight of a world in collapse? 
Jeremiah says, ‘‘ Wherefore do I see 
every man with his hands on his loins, 
as a woman in travail, and all faces 
are turned into paleness?”’ Jer. 30:6. 


Are you pre- or are you post? Do 
you know the difference? Are you pre- 
pared for the Atomic Bomb? Are you 
ready for mass destruction? Is the 
smash-up of civilization ‘‘just around 
the corner’? Is there a way out? 


We think we have the answer; at 
least we hope it will be the answer, 
to these questions. We want to send 
you facts on which you may reach your 
own conclusions. We want also to show 
you that the crisis hours of the days 
ahead require an immediate and in- 
tensive gospelization of Israel. 


So, if you will send us one dollar, 
we will mail you promptly the follow- 
ing supplies :- 

1. That great scholar, Dr. Frank S. 
Weston’s tract, “‘Pre or Post 
Millennialism, Does It Matter 


Which?” 


2. A copy of our tract, “A Tomor- 
row for the Jews.” 


3..A copy of ‘A Modern Mission- 
ary to an Ancient People.” 


4. One year’s subscription to THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE, our noted 
Jewish missionary and Bible- 
teaching magazine. 


5. Dr. Arthur Petrie’s newest tract, 
‘Of the Jews.” 


The coupon is below and we shall 
be thankful if you will fill it out and 
mail it to us. There is also opportunity 
for you to make a gift for the world- 
wide work of the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews. It is a work to 
which your fellowship is always needed, 
and a work which will bring to you 
much personal blessing. Try at once 
and see for yourself. 


American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc., Dept. 6 
236 W. 72nd St., New York 23, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I long for the coming of the 
Prince of Peace. Herein I enclose,$1.00; send 


me your package. I also joyfully enclose $............ 
as my fellowship with you in your world-wide 
Gospel ministry to Israel. 
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Apparently she collapsed en route back 
to her car, which was stuck in the sand 
two miles away. She died of thirst and 
exposure just two miles from Surprise 
Springs, where there was plenty of 
water. Prolonged thirst for either lit- 
eral water or the Water of Life is an 
agonizing experience. It is sometimes 
difficult and even impossible to secure 
the literal water, but no one ever need 
perish for want of the Water of Life 
(John 6:35).—From Tom M., Olson, in 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 


Just Existing.—Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? and 
your labour for that which satisfieth not? 
(Isa. 55:2.) One of the families which 
has been won to Christ through the 
Way of Life broadcast gives this testi- 
mony. They were ‘lying in bed one 
morning listening to the Way of Life 
broadcast, and I was speaking along the 
subject of whether you were just exist- 
ing or living. And I tried to point out 
that the Christian life is truly the abun- 
dant life. To live without Christ is 
just to exist, and try to pamper self 
and pride. And this young man, who is 
a banker, turned to his wife and said, 
“That describes us perfectly, doesn’t it? 
We go out on Saturday nights and have 
our good times. Our lives are empty. 
When it comes to Sunday mornings, we 
sleep in. We are not interested in the 
things of God.. That describes us; we’re 
just existing. Let’s go to church next Sun- 
day.” They did go to church; they lis- 
tened to the Gospel as it was preached. 
They believed, and now they are one 
of the happiest young Christian couples 
that I Know of in the State of Kansas. 
They are enjoying the service of the 
King, but until they stopped and con- 
sidered their ways, and surrendered their 
lives to Christ, they were selling out 
cheap.—From Way of Life Journal. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Between the First and Last Verses.— 
Behold, I have given him for a witness 
to the people (Isa. 55:4). What a wealth 
of divine giving lies between the first 
and the last words of;the Bible! The 
first time we read of it is in Genesis 
1:29, “God said, Behold, I have given 
you every herb.” And the last time He 
tells us in Revelation 21:6, “I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely.’ How many 
gifts of grace for body and soul lie be- 
tween these two passages of the Bible! 
—From Trusting and Toiling. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussez, 
Eng. 


God’s Open Door.—Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near (Isa. 55:6). A lady 
had been away from home in the after- 
noon, and upon her return, discovered 
that she had lost the key to the door. 
She thought to herself, “How unfor- 
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tunate, and time is pressing!” She went 
to three neighbors and borrowed as 
many keys, in the hope that one would 
fit. But not one of them would do. 
Finally someone asked if she had tried 
the latch. She replied in a spiritless 
voice, “No, but I will.” She did, and 
found that the door had been unlocked 
all the time, and she walked in. What 
a good illustration this is of the anxious 
soul, in his desire to approach God! He 
stands outside with his mind full of 
doubts and fears as to his welcome. He 
believes there are many things in the 
way before he may see the Saviour, 
when the door is not only unlocked but 
stands wide open, with a cordial in- 
vitation to enter.—Source unknown. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration, 


Complete Forgiveness.—He will have 
mercy upon him; ... he will abun- 
dantly pardon (Isa, 55:7). There is a 
charming old Celtic legend which says 
that the Angel of Mercy was sent to 
a certain saint to tell him that he must 
start for the Celestial City. The saint 
received the messenger and his message 
with gladness, and at the appointed hour 
they set off together. As they passed up 
the shining way beyond the bounds of 
this world the saint was suddenly trou- 
bled by the thought of his sins. “Mercy,” 
he said, addressing his angelic guide, 
“where did you bury my sins?” “I only 
remember that I buried them,” he re- 
plied, “but I cannot tell where.” Then 
he added, “As for the Father, He has 
forgotten that you ever sinned.” What 
a wonder is divine forgiveness! How 
absolutely complete!—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


The Influence of Christian Sermons. 
—For as the rain cométh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater: so shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it (Isa, 55:10, 11). An aged minister 
died. It was found that he had tied up 
his written sermons, and on the top had 
written, “Where has the influence gone 
of all the sermons I have preached?” 
Then he had written: his own answer, 
somewhat in this form: “Where are the 
last year’s sunrays? They have gone into 
fruits and grains and vegetables to feed 
mankind. Where are last year’s rain- 
drops? Forgotten, of course, but they 
did their gracious and refreshing work, 
the influence of which abides. And 
Christian sermons once preached have 
gone into lives to make them better, 
nobler, more Christlike, more fitted for 
Heaven.”—From Expositor. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 615) 
_1, It is one of the evangelical portions, 
as compared with the more social and 
political sections. 

2. To the basic thirst of every man’s 
soul. 

3. The principle of grace—God’s gifts 
bestowed freely upon men who have no 
means of obtaining them. 

4. Life in Christ, joy through the 
Spirit, and nourishment from the Word. 

5. He is witness, leader, and comman- 
der (v. 4). 

6. “While he may be found,” 
“while he is near,” in verse 6, 

7. Because their ways and thoughts 
are incompatible with those of God (vs. 
8, 9). The two cannot co-exist, 

8. By changing “but” to “until it’— 
a very possible translation. 

9. Matthew 5:18. 

10. The exit from Egypt was in haste 
and tumult and fear. They went out 
from Babylon in peace and joy, sup- 
ported by the decree of Cyrus (v. 12. 
See Ezra 1:1-11). 

Etmuurst, ILL, 


, i 
Instead of the Thorn 


(Continued from second page) 


and 


down the mountain, I asked him, “How 
can you get a young woman like that 
to stay up here in a place like this?” 
thinking she must be “imported.” 
“Why,” he answered, “she was born 
and reared up here.” Then he con- 


tinued, “Have you never heard of 
Maggie?” 
“No,” I said. “Tell me about her.” 


“Well,” he said, “it’s a remarkable 
story. Her mother died the same week 
that Maggie was born, leaving the child 
for the father to care for. He was a 
miserable drunkard, and as that little 
thing grew up to where she could keep 
the house, do the cooking, and mend his 
clothes that drunken wretch sold her 
into sin, that he might use the revenue 
to buy his whiskey. I tried to reach her 
and get her into the church services, 
but I could never get contact with her. 
When I approached the house, I would 
just catch a glimpse of her retreating 
up the mountainside through the bushes, 

“One night about ten o’clock word 
came down from the mountain that Mag- 
gie was dying, and for me to come at 
once. The mountain doctor had been 
there and said there was no hope for 
her lifé, she would die before ‘morning. 
I called to John, then a candidate for 
the ministry, to go with me, and we 
reached the cabin about eleven, Maggie 
was lying in the middle of the floor on 
an old straw mattress; only the firelight 
dimly lit the room. She recognized me 
and covered her face with the corner 
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of the old quilt, crying out, ‘I never sent 
for you, Mr. H——, you can’t do me no 
good. You know the life I’ve lived. All 
I can do is die and go to hell!’ 

“I asked the people to go outside and 
let us talk to Maggie alone. I tried to 
make her know there was yet a chance 
for her soul if she would just accept the 
Saviour who died for her; but she turned 
away her head, and all I could say 
seemed to do no good. Then we decided 
to go outside for a conference and prayer. 
At the conclusion of the prayer, John 
said, ‘Let me see if I can say something 
to her, Mr. H——,’ to which I consented. 
John knelt down by the straw mattress 
and said, ‘Maggie, suppose you were 
on the black water in a boat that was 
crumbling to pieces, and you had no 
paddle, and you were sinking and knew 
you had no chance. And just when you 
had given up all hope One would come 
up to you in a good strong boat and 
reach His hand out to you, and say, 
“Maggie, your boat is sinking; come and 
get in mine with me and you will be 
safe.”’ The words had hardly gotten 
out of John’s mouth, when she almost 
shouted, ‘Oh, I know who that is! That’s 
Jesus! Yes, I'll get in the boat with 
Him!’ 

“John’s boat picture had worked. And 
she didn’t die; she couldn’t have been. 
playing the organ for the children to 
sing by this afternoon if she had died. 
I got the men to help make a litter, on 
which we carried Maggie down the 
mountain that night to my home, where 
my mother nursed her back to health. 
We sent her to a mission girls’ school 
in the next county, and her life in that 
school was such that the superintendent 
wrote and asked me to tell him some- 
thing more about Maggie; that her in- 
fluence there in the school had won a 
number of the girls to Christ. While at 
the school she learned to play the sim- 
ple hymns on the organ. And she came 
back to the Cove—to the place of her 
former sinful life, and faced those men, 
in the strength and purity of a redeemed 
life. Ever since then she has been my 
main helper in keeping the little mis- 
sion Sunday school alive.” The brier had 
become a myrtle! 

Amazed, I said, “Mr. H——, how do 
you do things like that?” 

He answered, “Why, it’s not me, Mr. 
Smith, the Lord does that through His 
Word!” And I thought, there it is again 
(Isa. 55), “And it shall be to the Lord 
for a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off.” 

Some time after that, a visitor came 
to my home in Richmond who had spent 
the past week in the home of John, the 
minister, in his mountain manse. She 
was telling me of what a wonderful hold 
John had upon the young men of that 
section, winning them from their wild 
habits. They would often disappoint 
him, but patiently he would win them 
back. The thorn had become a fir tree, 
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August 6, 


making a panel of protection for those 
young fellows against the devastating 
storms of sin and the assaults of Satan. 
John has had the title of D.D. conferred 
upon him by his alma mater—the thorn 
who couldn’t spell one-syllable words 
until he was twenty years old. 

“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than, any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joins and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb. 4:12). 

% 


Flesh and Spirit 
(Continued from sécond page) 


of the heart, while some have to do with 
our relations with others and with God. 
Taken together, they show what a Chris- 
tian ought to be. 

It is important to notice one outstand- 
ing difference between chapters 7 and 8 
of Romans. In the seventh chapter the 
personal pronoun “I” is used thirty-three 
times, showing that the Apostle Paul 
is describing the experience of anyone 
who is defeated and occupied with him- 
self. In the eighth chapter the personal 
pronoun “I” is used only twice, and that 
incidentally; while the Spirit is men- 
tioned eighteen times; thus reminding 
us that the way of victory is not to be 
occupied with ourselves and our trou- 
bles, but to allow the Spirit of God to 
have His way. In Romans 8:1-4 men- 
tion is made of those who “walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” In 
another place the Apostle Paul gives 
the secret of victory by saying, “Walk 
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

An easy way to remember just what 
the flesh is, is to note that, if the word 
is turned around, the main part of it 
s “self.” The root of sin is selfishness, 
opposing our wills to God's will. 

Certain things will mark the man who 
walks in the Spirit. For instance: daily 
personal Bible study and prayer, family 
worship in the home, meeting with others 
for worship and Bible study, enjoying 
the fellowship of other Christians, care 
in the use of time, witnessing for Christ, 
courtesy and kindness toward others, 
standing for the truth in love, being 
scrupulously careful in keeping agree- 
ments and promises, strict honesty in 
regard to money matters, moderation 
in eating and conversation, the avoid- 
ance of long and bitter arguments, and 
a constant desire to know and do the 
Lord’s will. Such a believer is also 
willing to receive suggestions, to be cor- 
rected when he needs to be, and not to 
resent having Scripture applied to him. 

The Bible itself is the standard by 
which we must judge all things, and 
nothing else can possibly instruct us 
so thoroughly in the ways of the flesh 
and the Spirit. 

In the passage in 1 Corinthians men- 
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Lesson for August 21 


tioned by the reader, the Apostle Paul 
was declaring, in effect, that he had seen 
the futility of attempting to preach the 
Gospel “with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom,” and “with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom,” and that he was de- 
termined to preach Christ crucified “in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power.” The passage does not mean 
that there are two effective ways of 
preaching the Gospel, for the only way 
that reaches men’s hearts is through. the 
pewer of the Spirit. The intellect of 
man can be used as a vehicle of the 
flesh; but, when surrendered to God, it 
can become an effective instrument un- 
der the control of the Holy Spirit. 


“ 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 21 


3. Lessons From Youth Hymns 
(Isa. 30:29; Psa. 40:1-3) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OWN through the centuries, faith 

in God has ever engendered song. 
Dr. W. Graham Scroggie comments on 
Psalm 34, “Only the saved have reason 
to sing. Moses and Miriam sang when 
the Children of Israel were delivered 
from the pursuing Egyptians at the Red 
Sea. David knew what it was to have 
a new song put upon his lips when God 
delivered him from the horrible pit of 
sin and set his feet once more upon the 
Rock. 

4 


But David found, as did also Paul and 
Silas, that, not only in times of deliver- 
ance, but in the very midst of trial and 
difficulty that had come upon him 
through no fault of his own, there could 
be songs in the night (Psa. 35 and Acts 
16). It is not too difficult to sing when 
the trouble has ceased, but to sing and 
praise while it is upon us is something 
else, 

8 

However, our topic for this - week 
should direct our thoughts not only to 
when and why Christians sing, but also 
to a thoughtful consideration of what 
we sing. Unfortunately there are some 
hymns and choruses that become quite 
popular and yet which have very little 
message, or messages that cannot be 
supported by the Scriptures. Two such 
examples are “Follow the Gleam,” and 
“Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.” You 
will be doing the young people in your 
group a real service if you can get them 
to think about the words of the hymns 
they sing and thus become familiar with 
their messages. The necessity for be- 
coming more familiar with the messages 
of the hymns we use might be empha- 
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Southeastern Bible College 
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Pikeville, Kentucky 


offers One Year Practica Tramntnc Course 


Three-year diploma course includes—Bible, Song 
leading, Personal evangelism, Christian education, 
Bible study methods. 


Electives: Evangelistic piano playing, typing. 
Approved for G.I. Bill, Write for information. 














624 


(16) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





Prayer and God’s Word Are First 


& three - og Le pw theological course for pastors, 

ies. In its thirty-tourth 

year. . ae in Metropolitan New York. 
uition, board, and room free. 


American Seminary of the Bible 


Dept. SST1 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 





Write for catalogue. 
1101 East 35th Street 


Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 
Adenominationally unrelated seminary now in 
3lst year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college graduates leading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Th.D. Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Recognized by government. 


Dr. John F. Walvoord, President 
Write Registrar: 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 


Speer Bible, 4-year Christian Education, 5-year 
T ap — all cqusege approved 2, Board of Re- 
oa of New York. ce aan degrees. 

igh spiritual and ik. poe ny A New 
Testament theology and church-centered ministry. 
400 students. 


Dr. P. R. Jackson, Pres. Dr. J. R. Dunkin, Dean 
Write for catalog 


DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 


17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


Courses: Standard—Bible, Missions, Music, Chris- 
tian Education Majors. 5-year Bible-Theology 
Course. Scholarly faculty, sound Bible teaching, 
spacious campus, new building, interdenomina- 
tional. Write for catalog. 





BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


Asheville, North Carolina 


The High School with High Standards... 
Both Spiritually and Academically. 


Write for pictorial catalog 
J. Robertson McQuilkin, Headmaster 


EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 
St. Davids, Pa. 


Serving young men and women with a Christ 
centered, fully accredited, four-year liberal arts 
program leading to the B.A. degree. Small classes 
—consecrated faculty—beautiful 75-acre campus. 


For catalog—write Office of the Dean 





FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Bible Courses & Language Study 


BIBLE INSTITUTE of MONTREAL, Inc. 
P. O. Box 38, Station B Montreal, Quebec 


Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Philadelphia 31, Pa. 

For 30 years, the theological seminary preparing 

young men to take “The Whole Gospel to the 

Whole World.” Academic integrity, evangelistic 

spirit and a comprehensive field work program for 


practical experience make Eastern outstanding. 


For new catalog—write Office of the Dean 





BEFORE YOU FINALLY DECIDE 


CONSIDER 
BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 


A growing school which offers Ce uality education 
for minimum expenditure, qualified | Bo mg per- 
sonally interested in your progress, family spirit, 
comfortable homelike acc tions, diversified 
industry offers wide employment opportunities. , 

For information write Pres. Everett S. Cation, 
Buffalo Bible Inst., 827 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N, Y. 





Faith Theological Seminary 
Elkins Park, Philadelphia 17, Pa. 
STANDARD THREE-YEAR POST-COLLEGI. 
ATE COURSE. Furnishes the basig course re- 
quired for advanced Christian service in the 

pastorate, mission field, or specialized work. 
LEADING TO B.D., M.R.E., and S.T.M. DE- 
GREES. Send for illustrated catalog to: 

Dr. Peter Stam, Jr., Dean and Registrar 
“For the faith once delivered unto the saints” 





Cedarville College, Cedarville, Ohio 


A Baptist College of Liberal Arts 

Departments and courses in Bible, Education, 
English, Foreign Languages, History and Social 
Studies, Music, Physical Education, Science and 
Speech. 

Opportunities for practical Christian service and 
other well balanced extra-curricular activities. 
Moderate over-all costs. Fall term begins Septem- 
ber 9th. Write for new catalog. 

Address: Dr. James Jeremiah, President 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 


Columbia, South Carolina 

Dr. G. Allen Fleece, President 
Bible-centered curriculum and essential liberal 
arts courses . . . 4-year degree of B.A. in Biblical 


Education . . . Graduate School of Missions grant- 
ing B.D. and M.A. in Biblical Education degrees. 


Address inquiries to the Dean 








Fort Wayne Bible College 
Dr. S. A. Witmer, President 


Decrees: Bachelor of Arts, Theology, Science, 
Religious Education, Sacred Music, and Music 
Education. Majors in Bible and Theology, pre- 
seminary, missions, nursing, Christian education, 


and elementary and music education. Also 
diploma courses. 
Write for catalog 
814 West Rudisill Boulevard 
FortWayne6 - - «+ «= «= Indiana 





GORDON COLLEGE 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees in Liberal Arts 
GORDON DIVINITY SCHOOL 
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August 6, 


making a panel of protection for those 
young fellows against the devastating 
storms of sin and the assaults of Satan. 
John has had the title of D.D. conferred 
upon him by his alma mater—the thorn 
who couldn’t spell one-syllable words 
until he was twenty years old. 

“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than, any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joins and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb, 4:12). 
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Flesh and Spirit 


(Continued from sécond page) 


of the heart, while some have to do with 
our relations with others and with God. 
Taken together, they show what a Chris- 
tian ought to be. 

It is important to notice one outstand- 
ing difference between chapters 7 and 8 
of Romans. In the seventh chapter the 
personal pronoun “I” is used thirty-three 
times, showing that the Apostle Paul 
is describing the experience of anyone 
who is defeated and occupied with him- 
self. In the eighth chapter the personal 
pronoun “I” is used only twice, and that 
incidentally; while the Spirit is men- 
tioned eighteen times; thus reminding 
us that the way of victory is not to be 
occupied with ourselves and our trou- 
bles, but to allow the Spirit of God to 
have His way. In Romans 8:1-4 men- 
tion is made of those who “walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” In 
another place the Apostle Paul gives 
the secret of victory by saying, “Walk 
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

An easy way to remember just what 
the flesh is, is to note that, if the word 
is turned around, the main part of it 
s “self.” The root of sin is selfishness, 
opposing our wills to God's will. 

Certain things will mark the man who 
walks in the Spirit. For instance: daily 
personal Bible study and prayer, family 
worship in the home, meeting with others 
for worship and Bible study, enjoying 
the fellowship of other Christians, care 
in the use of time, witnessing for Christ, 
courtesy and kindness toward others, 
standing for the truth in love, being 
scrupulously careful in keeping agree- 
ments and promises, strict honesty in 
regard to money matters, moderation 
in eating and conversation, the avoid- 
ance of long and bitter arguments, and 
a constant desire to know and do the 
Lord’s will. Such a believer is also 
willing to receive suggestions, to be cor- 
rected when he needs to be, and not to 
resent having Scripture applied to him. 

The Bible itself is the standard by 
which we must judge all things, and 
nothing else can possibly instruct us 


so thoroughly in the ways of the flesh 


and the Spirit. 
In the passage in 1 Corinthians men- 
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Lesson for August 21 


tioned by the reader, the Apostle Paul 
was declaring, in effect, that he had seen 
the futility of attempting to preach the 
Gospel “with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom,” and “with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom,” and that he was de- 
termined to preach Christ crucified “in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power.” The passage does not mean 
that there are two effective ways of 
preaching the Gospel, for the only way 
that reaches men’s hearts is through. the 
pewer of the Spirit. The intellect of 
man can be used as a vehicle of the 
flesh; but, when surrendered to God, it 
can become an effective instrument un- 
der the control of the Holy Spirit. 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 21 


3. Lessons From Youth Hymns 
(Isa. 30:29; Psa. 40:1-3) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OWN through the centuries, faith 

in God has ever engendered song. 
Dr. W. Graham Scroggie comments on 
Psalm 34, “Only the saved have reason 
to sing. Moses and Miriam sang when 
the Children of Israel were delivered 
from the pursuing Egyptians at the Red 
Sea. David knew what it was to have 
a new song put upon his lips when God 
delivered him from the horrible pit of 
sin and set his feet once more upon the 
Rock. 

4 

But David found, as did also Paul and 
Silas, that, not only in times of deliver- 
ance, but in the very midst of trial and 
difficulty that had come upon him 
through no fault of his own, there could 
be songs in the night (Psa. 35 and Acts 
16). It is not too difficult to sing when 
the trouble has ceased, but to sing and 
praise while it is upon us is something 
else, 

& 

However, our topic for this - week 
should direct our thoughts not only to 
when and why Christians sing, but also 
to a thoughtful consideration of what 
we sing. Unfortunately there are some 
hymns and choruses that become quite 
popular and yet which have very little 
message, or messages that cannot be 
supported by the Scriptures. Two such 
examples are “Follow the Gleam,” and 
“Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.” You 
will be doing the young people in your 
group a real service if you can get them 
to think about the words of the hymns 
they sing and thus become familiar with 
their messages. The necessity for be- 
coming more familiar with the messages 
of the hymns we use might be empha- 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 


A great school growing greater by God’s grace. 
Collegiate degree courses of your choice—4 years. 
Also diploma courses—3 years. Tuition nominal. 
Catalog free. Investigate now. 


Harold D. Burkholder, M.A., B.D., D.D., Pres. 


Philadelphia Bible Institute 
1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President ’ 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director of 
Admissions, Room 204, 1800 Arch St., Phila. 3, Pa. 





THE KING’S COLLEGE 
Percy B. Crawford, President 
New campus at Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 
When thinking of a Christian College, consider 
the “new” King’s College. 
Chartered by the New York Board of Regents 
4-year liberal arts courses 
2-year secretarial courses 
Write for catalog, Registrar, The King’s College, 
Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 


PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Bible School Department, majoring in 


Bible, Missions, Christian Education, 
Music, Victorious Christian Living. 


High School Department, fully accredited. . 
Consecrated Christian teachers. 
880 on foreign fields 

Write for catalog 


Low rates - 
Three Hills, mau Canada 





Lancaster School of the Bible 
128 N. Mulberry Street Lancaster, Pa. 
WILLIAM J. RANDOLPH, President 

Thorough Bible Training in 
3 Year BIBLE Course 
4 Year THEOLOGY Course 
4 Year MISSIONS Course 


(Specialize in Construction or Publications) 
Sound Spiritual Life, Sympathetic Faculty, Small 
Classes, More Personal Attention 


Write for Information and Catalog 


ROCKMONT COLLEGE 
Longmont, Colorado 
A four-year, Christ-centered, liberal arts college 
with majors in Bible, music, education, social 


studies, and business. Beautiful location at the 
foot of the Rockies. For information address: 


Rev. A. H. Yetter, Acting President 
Longmont, Colorado 





MARION COLLEGE 
Marion, Indiana 


Educational opportunity on a Christian campus. 
Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher preparation, and 
Theological education. “Degrees offered—A.B., 
B.S. in Ed., A.B. with Religion Major, the “Five 
year Th.B.” In the Wesleyan tradition. 


A catalog on request—write Dept. ST. 
Wm. F. McConn, President 





The Missionary Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 
NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 
Christian Education Missions 
Theology Sacred Music 
“America’s First Bible School” 
Write for catalog 





Northeastern Bible Institute 
Essex Fells, N. J. 
3-year daytime courses majoring in Bible, Mis- 
sions and Sacred Music; offering also a course in 
Missionary Aviation leading to CAA private and 
commercial pilot’s license. 


ay 13-acre campus in residential northern 
New Jersey only 45 minutes from Times Square, 
New York. 
Chas. W. Anderson, President 


Write for catalogue 


PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OF FRESNO 
2149 Tuolumne Street Fresno 21, Calif. 

BIBLE MISSIONS MUSIC 

Three-year Bible Institute Course 
Two-year Sacred Music Course 

Accredited Junior College Courses 

Evangelistic and Missionary in Emphasis 








SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 
Seattle 99, Washington 


One of the leading and fastest growing accredited 
Christian colleges of America. 


ENROLLMENT ABOVE 900 


Teaching, Missionary, Nursing, Business, Musi- 
cianship, Pre-Medicine, Coaching. 


Intellectually Alert — Socially Wholesome 
Write for free 124-page catalog 
Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 





SHELTON COLLEGE 
Ringwood, New Jersey 
Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


High academic standards on a sound Bible-believ- 
ing basis. Liberal arts training leading to B.A. 
degree in English, Philosophy, Social Studies, 
Greek, Semitics, Hebrew, and Koine, a: 
degree i in Christian education and Bible. 


Write for catalog 





Southeastern Bible College 
1401 South 29th Street Birmingham 5, Alabama 
Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, President 


Full-orbed curriculum to provide training for 
Christian service. . . . Bible and Theological studies 
with basic Liberal Arts. . . . 4-year course leading 
to Bachelor of Biblical Arts or Bachelor of Religi- 
ous Education. . Tuition free. 


Write for catalog 





SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Pikeville, Kentucky 


offers One Year Practicat Tramninc Course 
Three-year dip! course includ Bible, Song 
leading, Personal evangelism, Christian education, 
Bible study methods. 
Electives: Evangelistic piano playing, typing. 
Approved for G.I. Bill, Write for information. 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(Advertisements) 





“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from fourteen states and eight 
foreign countries.  70-acre campus, accessible by 
car ortrain. Thirty-fourth year begins Sept. 16. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





“Three Schools With a Single Purpose” 
COLLEGE 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
SEMINARY 
“Distinctively Christian” 


Tennessee Temple Schools 
Dr. Lee Roberson, President 
Chattanooga Tennessee 





TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 


16 Spadina Road 
Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
Principal: Rev. E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D. 

Three-year Bible course with Missionary, Pastoral, 
Christian Education Options. Conservative, evan- 
gelical, with missionary emphasis. 62nd session 
commences Tuesday, September 13th. 

For further information write 


MISS E. V. ROBINSON, B.A.., Registrar 


‘ 





Western Baptist Bible College 


Train for service in our Christian Education, 
Pastoral, Missions and Music Courses. 
Write Dr. H. O. Van Gilder, President, for details of 
3- 4- and 5-year Diploma, A.B. and B.Th. courses, 
Ask for FREE Catalog. 


528 Thirty-third St. Dept. ST Oakland, Calif. 





Western Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
Graduate Theological School offering courses 


leading to M.R.E., B.D., and Th.M. degrees. 


College Department offering 3-year courses lead- 
ing to B.R.E. and Th.B. degrees for students with 
60 hours of prerequisite liberal arts. 

Catalog on request 


5511 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd. Portland 15, Oregon 





WHEATON ACADEMY 


A Department of Wheaton College 
“For Christ and His Kingdom” 


If your boy or girl will be ready for high school 
this fall—eonsider Wheaton Academy. Write to- 
day for catalog and illustrated bulletin. 

Address the Director 


Dept. 85ST Wheaton, Illinois 





WINNIPEG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
and COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 


2 Evergreen Place, Winnipeg, Canada 
Evangelical in Doctrine. Non-sectarian in Spirit. 
Missionary in Objective. 

Institute Division offers 3-year courses leading to 
diploma. 
College Division offets 4-year courses leading to 
B.Th. and B.R.E. degrees. 
Write for catalog 
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sized by choosing three or four hymns 
that are very familiar to your group, 
and then calling, without warning, upon 
several individuals to state very briefly 
what are the messages of these hymns. 
You might also assign several hymns 
to members in advance, and ask each 
to bring a one-minute summary of the 
message of the particular hymn as- 
signed to him, 
& ‘ 

You might also find it possible to ask 
the members of your group to be pre- 
pared to tell which is his or her favorite 
hymn and why it is especially loved. A 
list of these could be written on a black- 
board for the benefit of the whole group. 

we 

Still another helpful feature of this 
particular meeting might be the assign- 
ment, a week before, of a single verse 
from a number of our great hymns with 
the request that each individual to whom 
you give such an assignment bring back 
the verse with Scripture references in- 
dicated to support the theme or Chris- 
tian truth stated in that particular verse, 


Throughout your mecting sing as many 
of our fine Christian hymns as possible, 
if necessary singing only one verse of 
each. Include by all means some of 
the great hymns to be found in your own 
church hymnal, pointing out the fact that 
many of these great hymns have been 
born out of deep and soul-stirring expe- 
riences. Emphasize also the rich musical 
settings to be found with many of our 
fine, old Christian hymns, as compared 
to the lighter but often less moving 
hymns of the present day. Perhaps out 
of this meeting might come the choice 
of a hymn to emphasize the motive or 
aspiration of your particular young peo- 
ple’s group. 

Helpful material about some of our 
best-loved hymns may be found in: 

A Treasure of Hymns, by Amos R. Wells. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) 

Know Your Hymns, by Frederick Hall. (W. 
A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $1.25.) 

Stories of Hymns We Love, by Cecilia Mar- 
garet Rudin. (John Rudin & Co., Inc., Chi- 
cago 5; $1.25.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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“The Word Was God” 


(Continued from page 612) 


pleased; . . . And when the disciples 
heard , , . they fell on their face, and 
were sore afraid. ... And when they had 


lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only” (Matt. 17:2-8). In the 
light of the Transfiguration glery, and 
the Father’s pronouncement, “This is 
my beloved Son,” the attempt to be- 
little our Lord is forever annihilated, 
and leaves “Jesus only,” in grand pre- 
eminence. 


If Not God, What Must Be the Result? 
Our Lord was understood by the Jews 


August 6, 1955 


to assert His own deity. If not God, He 
Was an impostor; and the Jews were 
justified in rejecting Him. If not God, 
He made no atonement, but died as a 
martyr. Set aside Christ’s deity, and 
the moral power of the Gospel is de- 
stroyed. If not God, it is impossible 
to account for the special blessing and 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, in wor- 
shiping Christ as God manifest in flesh. 
Christ exercised power in miracle, in 
confirmation of His claim to deity. If 
not God, God connived with a deceiver. 
If not God, there is no Gospel to preach; 
and no hope for a sin-stricken world. 

Our Lord declared, “Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4:10). This 
worship He accepted and never. re- 
fused it. 

(To be continued) 


is | 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Education in Cyprus. By W. W. Weir. 
(Cosmos Press, Ltd., Nicosia, Cyprus, 
$2.50.) In one sense, this book has a 
very limited appeal. It will probably 
be of interest only to those who for 
some reason are specially concerned 
with the history and educational back- 
ground of the people of the island of 
Cyprus, or to others who, because of 
their burden for Christian schools on 
the mission fields of the world, will 
want to know of the triumphs and de- 
feats of this phase of the work in a par- 
ticular area, 

Mr. Weir’s work is a carefully written 
and thoroughly documented study of 
the various factors that have gone into 
the development of the educational sys- 
tem in Cyprus. After giving the his- 
torical background of the island, he deals 
with education in Cyprus since 1878, 
treating chiefly the influence of the 
Turks, the Greeks, the English, and the 
Americans on this program. The de- 
velopment of this theme affords an in- 
teresting opportunity for a contrast 
between the educational ideals and 
practices of non-Christian lands (Turkey, 
Greece) with those of nations that are, 
at least nominally, Christian (England, 
America). 

The author has a clear understanding 
of the importance of the Christian heri- 
tage in our own land and England, and 
of the possibilities of truly Christian ed- 
ucation on the foreign mission field. He 
is awake to the fact that the trend 
toward secularism in Christian lands 
has now even been felt in the mission- 
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Canada, $2.75 each; foreign, $3.50 
each. 
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ary enterprises sponsored by people in 
those lands, and he laments the fact that 
so-called Christian institutions of learn- 
ing on the island of Cyprus have be- 
come increasingly concerned with social 
service and moral ideals, apart from 
their basic root in the Gospel message 
itself. It is not an encouraging picture 
that Mr. Weir gives, but he is very evi- 
dently desirous of being objective in his 
study, and the facts he discloses speak 
for themselves, pointing up lessons that 
should be learned and pitfalls that 
should be avoided by missionary edu- 
cators. 


Five Ancient Sins. By Lee Roberson, 
D.D. (Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, IIl., $1.25.) Dr. Roberson, who 
is pastor of the great Highland Park 
Baptist Church of Chattanooga, preached 
these sermons to his own congregation. 
Now, in printed form, they will have 
a wider ministry. This preaching is 
simple, direct, Biblical—and timely. The 
sins of jealousy, gossip, selfishness, 
malice, and unfaithfulness are revealed, 
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first ih their Biblical context, and then 
in their awful effects in the lives of 
modern men. Dr. Roberson shows that 
these sins were deadly centuries ago, 
and that they are no less deadly today. 
He insists that his hearers and readers 
face up to these sins in their own lives, 
before it is too late. 

But the emphasis here is not basically 
a negative one, for the author is always 
careful to present the remedy for sin, 
and he is explicit in his suggestions for 
dealing with these specific manifesta- 
tions of sin. 

This book is interesting not only for 
its inherent message, but as a demon- 
stration of the kind of preaching which 
God has blessed and used in a marked 
way. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 15 to 21 


Mon.—Isaiah 55:1-5. 
Free Offer of Mercy to All. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Incline your ear, 
and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure mercies 
of David.” God wills to do better for all 
of us than we are willing to allow Him 
to bless. One of the things the Fall did 
to us was to make us doubters and un- 
believers. Like the apostles, we, too, are 
“slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken.” Eternal salvation 
is the boon offered in Christ’s Gospel to 
whosoever will. Few are as willing as 
the woman at the well to believe what 
the Lord says about His gift of living 
water. Pray that you may really believe 
the Word of the Lord regarding the good 
things He has provided for your asking. 


Tues.—Isaiah 55:6-13. 
Rich Promises for the Future. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall go out 
with joy, and be led forth with peace.” 
God holds out the highest imaginable, 
desirable, and engaging blessings to urge 
believers on their way to the heavenly 
paradise. His willingness to bless is far 
beyond what we could ask or think, But 
with all these heavenly inducements we 
are slack to go in and possess our pos- 
sessions. We are quick to see giants in 
the way, but slow to see God, who is 
ready and willing to drive them out be- 
fore our believing advance. Pray that 
you may be like the heroes of faith who 
believed to see the glory God has prom- 
ised in His Word. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 31:1-9. 
A Cause for Rejoicing. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Sing with glad- 
ness for Jacob, and shout among the 
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chief of the nations: publish ye, praise 
ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people.” 
Sorrow is turned into joy by the Lord 
when God delivers His people from their 
troubles. He brings down their hearts 
with labor for their sins; and raises them 
up again, and gives them a song of glad- 
ness upon repentance. Christian, you 
have had this experience. You know 
that the Lord is indeed gracious, and 
that He never deals with you after your 
sins, nor rewards according to desert. 
Forget not His merciful loving-kindness. 
Pray for the spirit of praise. Bless the 
Lord your God upon the remembrance 
of His mercy. 
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Family devotions that work! 


We'd be lost without THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 
ENT for our daily family devotions with our 
six kiddies, ** a mother writes. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT also provides professional 
guidance in all areas of family living. 


Monthly. $3 per year. Sample free. 


The Christian Parent, Box SS, Highland, lll. 
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SERVANTS of APOSTASY 
By CARL McINTIRE 
@ A report and analysis of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 


held at Evanston in August, 1954 


@ An exposure of the effective use of the churches by the Communists. 
ropaganda of our country’s major Protestant denominations 


@ An unmasking of the 


for a “one-world church” and one-world 


@ The story of the faithful remnants in*many lands which are rallying to counteract 
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Thurs.—Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
: A New Covenant, 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNns: “I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel.” 
The Old Covenant of works they broke, 
and therefore lost its blessings. God was 
faithful, but weak Israel. failed, and 
made the Covenant of none effect. The 
New Covenant between the Father and 
the Son, and carried into effect by the 
Spirit, through regeneration and the 
writing of the laws in their hearts (and 
ours, too), cannot fail when it is heartily 
accepted, because Christ is the surety of 
the New Covenant. “His oath, His cov- 
enant, His blood” insure its blessings to 
everyone that believeth in Him. Pray 
for a deeper appreciation of the New 
Covenant in the blood of Christ. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 50:6-10. 
Captors To Be Made Captive. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Chaldea shall be 
a spoil.” God turns things upside down 
and right side up. Providence is like a 
wheel. The part up now will be down 
later, Nations as individuals experience 
change. One nice thing about the people 
of God is that there is always a lifting up 
after a letting down. God blesses the lat- 
ter end of His people, So cheer up, Chris- 
tian, the sun may be hidden today but 
it will shine again tomorrow. Pray that 
you may believe Psalm 23:6 more firmly 
than ever. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 36:8-15. 
Israel To Be Blessed. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “I . .. will do 
better unto you than at your beginnings.” 
God has done great things for Israel in 
our day. They are, by a miracle, now 
back in their land and nationalized. But 
better and more wonderful days are be- 
fore them, after a period of coming sor- 
row. “All the promises of God [to them] 

. are yea, and... Amen.” The God of 
Jacob is also our refuge. Eye has never 
seen nor the heart imagined the great 
things God has in mind for His precious 
believing people. Pray that you may 
cling to the great and precious promises, 
and embrace them joyfully. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 36:22-30. 
Cleansing and Renewal. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “From all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you. A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will 
I put within you.” God is free from 
defilement, and we must be washed 
from our sins in the fountain He made 
for sin and uncleanness. Let every- 
one who names the name of the Lord 
depart from iniquity. And let us not 
forget that we must be filled with the 
Spirit. The holy and new life God 
has for us here and now, if entered 
upon by faith, means blessed living 
and doing. 
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blood, and ask for and receive the 
filling with the Spirit. 





Pray for the washing 4 
away of every stain in the precious 7 
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